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Our Mission:

Inspired by

Love of the Father
Faith in Jesus Christ

Hope from the Holy Spirit

We believe in God and we believe

that each person is created in the image and likeness of God
that each child is a precious gift and sacred responsibility

in the goodness, dignity and worth of each person
that Christ is our model and our teacher
in celebrating and witnessing our faith

in transforming the world through Catholic education
that Catholic education includes spiritual growth and fulfillment

that learning is a lifelong journey
that all can learn and develop their gifts

in building inclusive Christ-centred communities for service to one another
that all have rights, roles and responsibilities for which they are accountable

that Catholic education is a shared responsibility in which parents have a primary role

The mission of Edmonton Catholic Schools is to provide a Catholic education that inspires students to learn 
and that prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one another.
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Introduction

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
~Isaiah 43:1~

The promise of salvation to be found through the person of Jesus Christ is at the 
heart of our Catholic faith.  We hear repeatedly in scripture that our God knows each 
of us by name, and that our name is part of what identifies us as members of this 
community of believers.  That our God calls us by name is a holy benediction.

This book is dedicated to honoring the people, events, and foundations of our faith 
whose names are proudly borne by our Edmonton Catholic Schools buildings.  Each of 
these names was chosen because it provides outstanding guidance and examples of 
living out our Catholic faith to the students, families, and staff who enter their doors.

I hope that, as you read each of the stories behind the holy names of Edmonton 
Catholic Schools, you see clearly why they were chosen to convey the message that is 
proudly displayed in each of those sites:

Be it known to all who enter here that Christ is the reason 
for this school.  He is the unseen but ever-present teacher in 
its classes.  He is the model of its staff and the inspiration of 

its students.

			   Joan Carr
			   Superintendent
			   Edmonton Catholic Schools
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Lumen Christi Catholic Education Centre
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At the Easter Vigil, after the new fire has been blessed outside the church, the 
Paschal Candle is lit and brought forward as a symbol of the “light of Christ, 
rising in glory”. Three times the procession stops.  Three times the priest cantors, 
"Lumen Christi”, and the congregation responds "Deo gratias”.  

In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

The Gospel of Matthew reminds us, “You are the light of the world. A city built 
on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)

In the spirit of servant leadership, using Jesus as our model, we are called, 
through the Sacrament of Baptism, to illuminate the path of faith to all those 
in our midst.  The name Lumen Christi proclaims to all that the light of Christ 
has been entrusted to us, and that we are called to be truthful witnesses to 
our faith by shining this light for all to see.

Lumen Christi Catholic Education Centre will serve as this beacon of Christ’s 
light, illuminating the path to God for all those committed to Catholic education. 



Theotokos
Benefactor of Edmonton Catholic Schools
The word Theotokos contains the most solemn understanding that Christians have 
about the infinite love of God that is manifested in the Incarnation. In the Incarna-
tion, we name our conviction that the divine has always resided within the human. By 
calling Mary Theotokos, a Greek expression composed of two words: Theos meaning 
‘God’ and tokos meaning ‘the one who bears a child,’ Christians regard Mary as the 
Bearer of God.

The word Theotokos is also a profession of faith in the royal dignity and divine worth 
of our humanity. It is from our humanity that God chose a woman and drew her so 
close to his divinity as to make her God’s own mother on earth.  

Therefore, we honour Mary because she is the Mother of God. We venerate her be-
cause of her relation to Christ. The more we esteem Mary, the more vivid is the 
awareness of the true unity of Jesus Christ, both human and divine, in one person.  

Mary, Mother of God is a most appropriate benefactor for a Catholic school district. 
Her title of Mother of God reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-cen-
teredness of Catholic education. She also reminds us to give ultimate respect to all 
persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of God, made in the im-
age and likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.  

We celebrate Mary, Mother of God on the 1st of January.
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Our Schools



Anne Fitzgerald came to Edmonton in 1902. Her education started in public schools, 
but she soon transferred into Catholic Schools as soon as facilities became available. 
She began her teacher training in Calgary but also took summer courses at the 
University of Alberta in Edmonton. Her teaching career began in 1915 and ended 
with her retirement in 1962. She taught at St. Anthony, Mount Carmel, Grandin and 
St. Mary. In the 1950’s she moved to St. Basil to help train nonacademic students for 
employment.  

Anne Fitzgerald was deeply involved in her community. She helped the sick, taught 
adult classes to new Canadians and did valuable work for the Catholic Women’s 
League.  As a teacher, she was highly respected by everyone. Ms. Fitzgerald worked 
hard to establish the Junior High concept in Edmonton and to develop subject courses. 
In the classroom, she showed all the qualities of a dedicated teacher: patience, 
kindness and an unusual gift that enabled students to learn and succeed.  
She lived a happy and fulfilling life until her death in September 1970. The community 
of Anne Fitzgerald School strives to live by the standard she set. We teach towards 
success in a Catholic, nurturing environment that enables students and staff to 
develop the skills and talents necessary for lifelong learning.

We celebrate Anne Fitzgerald on December 6th.

Anne Fitzgerald
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Mary says Yes! 
 
Our heavenly Father chooses a young girl Mary, to be the mother of Jesus Christ, 
Son of God. Even before her birth, God prepares Mary for this privilege by creating 
her full of grace and love of the Holy Spirit. The Father sends Mary a messenger. The 
angel Gabriel says ‘Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.’  

The angel greets her and tells her she is about to become the Mother of God. Mary 
says ‘yes’ and opens our world to the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. She says, ‘I am 
the servant of the Lord.’ The power of the most high overshadows her. She conceives 
and becomes the mother of Jesus. Just as Mary said ‘yes’ to God, so we, too, say yes 
and fulfill the plan God has for our life and the lives of others.  

Our school community of Annunciation strives to say yes to God, as Mary the most 
blessed of all women says yes, and, in so doing, give glory to God. 

We celebrate the feast of the Annunciation 
on the 25th of March.

Annunciation
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John Hugh MacDonald, born in Nova Scotia in 1881, was ordained in 1906. While 
serving as a parish priest, he grew to respect the Nova Scotia coalminers and the 
working-class people. His courage and selflessness was demonstrated during a fatal 
Cape Breton mine explosion when, at personal risk, Father John entered the mine 
to minister to the dying miners.  

In 1938, Father MacDonald was appointed Archbishop of Edmonton, a position 
he held for twenty-six years. Understanding the devastating impact of poverty, 
Archbishop MacDonald set about guaranteeing that people would never suffer again 
as they had during the Great Depression by establishing credit unions in Alberta and 
strongly supporting adult education. Known for his work in eliminating discrimination, 
Archbishop MacDonald also established the foundation of Catholic Social Services 
in Edmonton. He was active in the ecumenical movement until ill health forced his 
retirement in 1964.  

Archbishop MacDonald was a visionary for social justice. His many contributions are 
an inspiration to the Archbishop MacDonald (MAC) Catholic High school community. 
Overcoming poverty, supporting education and ending discrimination are themes 
embedded in daily life at MAC. Leadership and ecumenism are also celebrated at 
MAC. The positive leadership and the caring attitude of Archbishop MacDonald and 
his legacy of St. Joseph’s Basilica and St. Joseph’s Seminary provide a model on which 
the MAC community continues to build.

We celebrate Archbishop MacDonald on the 3rd of April.

Archbishop MacDonald
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Archbishop Joseph MacNeil was more than just the shepherd of 300,000 Catholic 
faithful for twenty-six years (1973-1999) as Archbishop of Edmonton. He was active 
in and a promoter of  ecumenical and interfaith initiatives. Holding strongly to 
the Catholic faith, he reached out to others because of his sense of the world as a 
community and his resultant commitment to people regardless of their faith. Other 
Christian leaders saw him as a person of ‘wisdom and generous spirit.’ He was a great 
spokesperson for the Catholic community.  

Archbishop MacNeil’s engagement with Canadian society earned him no fewer 
than three honourary doctorates and numerous awards and citations. He deeply 
treasured education and dedicated much of his time to ministry in Catholic schools, 
archdiocesan education programs and Newman Theological College. Most of all, 
Archbishop MacNeil believed in people. He was a diplomat and a true gentleman. It 
is his capacity to be bigger than life and still make himself small for the sake of the 
little children that makes Archbishop Joseph MacNeil an exemplary role model for 
students and for all who desire to be authentic followers of Christ.  

We celebrate Archbishop MacNeil on the 15th of April.

Archbishop MacNeil
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Born on March 13, 1879 to a family of four boys in Ricbibuctou, New Brunswick, Joseph 
Henry O’Leary was ordained a priest in 1901. He went to Rome where he received a 
Doctorate in Philosophy in one year of study at the University of the Propagation of 
the Faith. The following year was spent at the Sorbonne studying French. The next 
two years were spent in Rome doing post graduate studies in theology for which he 
was granted a Doctorate of Divinity. An additional year of study produced a Doctorate 
in Canon Law from the University of the Apollanaris. During this time, he became 
proficient in French and Italian.

In 1920 Bishop O’Leary was appointed to the position of Archbishop of Edmonton. In 
the eighteen years he served Edmonton, he was responsible for building over sixty 
churches and was instrumental in the establishment of the Misericordia Hospital, 
Rosary Hall, O’Connell Institute, Boys High School, Girls High School, St. Mary’s Home 
and St. Joseph College.  

Archbishop O’Leary demonstrated that he was a visionary, a risk taker, a builder, a 
teacher, a scholar and the shepherd of his flock. His life is a model of dedication, prayer, 
scholastic achievement and leadership; all qualities that the students of Archbishop 
O’Leary High School strive to emulate.

We celebrate Archbishop O’Leary on the 13th of March.

Archbishop O’Leary
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Sir Austin A. O’Brien was Superintendent of Edmonton Catholic Schools from 1924 
to 1961. He administered the school district with a sense of fairness and justice. 
His leadership led to high morale and loyalty among staff, inspiring people to make 
financial sacrifices in order to preserve Edmonton Separate Schools during the 
Depression years. He helped build a system characterized by high academic standards 
and by outstanding teaching methods. He was an outstanding business administrator 
and educational supervisor, noted for making the right decisions on behalf of Catholic 
education. 

Sir Austin O’Brien spoke at the official opening of the school which bears his name 
on November 24, 1963. A portrait of Sir Austin, which still hangs in the front foyer, 
was presented to the school. The original staff consisted of seven teachers with Sr. 
Marie Lillian as principal.  

By 1963 the school district consisted of 18,000 students in fifty-five schools, five of 
which were high schools. The district’s growth was largely through the far-seeing 
progressive policies brought to the school district by Sir O’Brien. Sir O’Brien’s sense of 
courtesy and fairness was largely responsible for the good relations existing between 
the two City School Boards. His relations with the Provincial Department of Education 
were also pleasant, while he continued to demand the same measure of justice for 
both the Separate and the Public Schools. 

We celebrate Austin O’Brien on the 27th of April.

Austin O’Brien
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Ben Calf Robe was a highly respected Blackfoot elder, and advocate for the Indigenous 
communities during his lifetime. Among the first of the Treaty Peoples to live through 
the experience of residential schools, he was especially concerned with providing 
opportunities and access to education for Indigenous youth. He worked tirelessly to 
bridge the gap between indigenous and non-Indigenous communities.

He spoke often about survival in today’s world for indigenous people being found in 
keeping a balance between the non-aboriginal world and the aboriginal world.
The staff and students at Ben Calf Robe – St. Clare school continue his legacy, working 
within their community to provide educational, spiritual and cultural learning 
opportunities for all. 

Ben Calf Robe is celebrated May 13th,
with a Pow Wow in his name.

“I have followed the beliefs of my Elders all my life, and I advise the young people of today 
to have respect for those beliefs. I encourage all the younger people to learn to have respect 

for these old ways -you need wisdom, work and respect”

(Calf Robe, 1979)

Ben Calf Robe
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Demetrius Martin Greschuk was born on November 7, 1923 at Innisfree, Alberta. 
His schooling took place in Innisfree, Edmonton, and Yorkton, following which he 
studied philosophy and theology at St. Augustine’s Seminary in Toronto. On June 
11, 1950, he was ordained to the priesthood. He served as parish priest in many 
parishes in Edmonton and Calgary until he was consecrated Auxiliary Bishop and 
on April 28, 1986 was appointed Eparch of Edmonton by Pope John Paul II.  

Bishop Greschuk was a man of very deep faith who kept a strict prayer life. He 
was extremely devoted to the Ukrainian Catholic community and cared dearly 
for his people. He was intensely devoted to the education of youth and children 
and invited their participation in church. His leadership helped create a Youth 
Commission for the Eparchy. He was also very instrumental in the formation of 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Program within the Edmonton Catholic School District.  

Bishop Greschuk, who died in 1990 at the age of 66, was known as a tireless 
worker for his parishioners. He was also a fighter for religious freedom, especially 
for Ukrainian Catholics in the former Soviet Union. His final Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated with children at their summer camp at Lake Wabamun. Bishop Greschuk 
Catholic Elementary School is honoured to remember this good shepherd’s name. 

We celebrate Bishop Greschuk on the 7th of November.

Bishop Greschuk
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Most Reverend David Motiuk was born on January 13, 1962 in Vegreville, Alberta, A lifelong learner, 
Bishop David Motiuk attended the University of Alberta, where he specialized in computer science 
and business applications. In 1984, he began his seminary studies at Holy Spirit Seminary in Ottawa, 
graduating from Saint Paul University with a Bachelor Degree in Theology (1987) and a Masters and 
Licentiate in Canon Law (1989). He was ordained to the priesthood on August 21, 1988. 

From 1989 to 1993, he served as pastor of Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish in Darling, Ss. Peter and 
Paul Parish in Drayton Valley, and Descent of the Holy Spirit Parish in Edson. He was Assistant Pastor 
at  St. Josaphat Cathedral in Edmonton from 1994 to 1996, and held many other positions within the 
Eparchy during that time. In 1996, he defended his doctoral dissertation, and was awarded a Doctorate 
in Canon Law from the Pontifical Institute of Eastern Studies in Rome.

Father Motiuk was in charge of the formation of future priests for the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Canada at Holy Spirit Seminary in Ottawa from 1996-2001. At the same time, he taught at the Faculties 
of Theology and Canon Law at Saint Paul University and the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute. 
From 1997 to 2002 he was a Consultor for the Episcopal Commission for Canon Law/Inter-Rite for 
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. Since 2002 he has been a Consultor for the Episcopal 
Commission for Theology. 

In 2002, he became the founding Pastor of St. Sophia Parish in Sherwood Park. Following his episcopal 
ordination on June 11, 2002, he served as Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg. As Auxiliary 
Bishop, he was Protosyncellus (Vicar General) of the Archeparchy.

On January 25, 2007, he was appointed Bishop of the Eparchy of Edmonton and was enthroned on March 24, 2007 at St. Basil Church in Edmonton.

Bishop David Motiuk School will have its official opening on October 2nd, 2017.
We celebrate Bishop Motiuk on the 11th of June.

Bishop David Motiuk
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Neil Savaryn was born in the Ukraine in 1905 and came to Canada in 1932 to teach 
at a Ukrainian Catholic seminary in Mundare, thirty miles east of Edmonton. He 
is particularly remembered for the kindness he showed to the many priests who 
immigrated to Canada after World War II. By 1956, the Ukrainian Catholic community 
in Edmonton had grown large enough to be designated an eparchy, and Father Savaryn 
became its first bishop.

As the bishop in a growing area, he ensured that the eparchy built churches, halls 
and other facilities needed to serve the people. Bishop Savaryn was very dedicated to 
his vocation, and was instrumental in building up the Ukrainian Catholic faith in the 
West. Bishop Savaryn was a kind and caring man who had many friends. He enjoyed 
gardening, camping and nature. He loved people, but most of all he loved children.
Bishop Savaryn died in 1986 at the age of eighty. Bishop Savaryn stood for Christian 
unity, the importance of reading and learning, and hospitality. What a wonderful 
namesake for our school!

We celebrate Bishop Savaryn on the 19th of May.

Bishop Savaryn
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Oscar Romero was appointed Archbishop of El Salvador in 1977. He was an orthodox, 
pious bookworm who criticized the progressive clergy who championed the new 
liberation theology and aligned themselves with the impoverished farmers seeking 
land reform. This peaceful man began to change after the assassination of his friend 
Father Rutilio Grande, and this event was frequently cited by Archbishop Romero as 
‘the crucial moment of his conversion.’

Oscar Romero was assassinated on March 24, 1980 while presiding at Eucharist. Days 
before his murder he told a reporter, ‘You can tell the people that if they succeed in 
killing me, that I forgive and bless those who do it. A bishop will die, but the Church 
of God, which is the people, will never perish.’ In addition, he openly challenged 
the army, whose high command feared and hated his reputation. His voice rose to 
breaking, ‘In the name of God then, in the name of this suffering people I ask you, 
I beg you, I command you in the name of God: stop the repression.’ The eloquence 
of this prophet for God’s justice and peace is a source of inspiration for all students 
and staff who long to cultivate a life of uncompromised integrity.  

Oscar Romero was beatified on the 23rd of May 2015.

We celebrate Blessed Oscar Romero on the 25th of March.

Blessed Oscar Romero
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Cardinal Thomas Christopher Collins was born and raised in Guelph, Ontario. His childhood 
home was situated behind The Church of Our Lady, where he attended and served morning 
Mass.

Cardinal Collins considered pursuing law or teaching as a career, but was profoundly inspired 
by one of his high school teachers, Father Newstead, who suggested that he should consider 
the priesthood. In 1969 he obtained a Bachelor of Arts in English from St. Jerome College 
in Waterloo. He went on to obtain a further two degrees in 1973, a M.A. in English from 
the University of Western Ontario and a Bachelor of Theology from St. Peter’s Seminary in 
London, Ontario. He was ordained to the priesthood on May 5, 1973 in the Cathedral of 
Christ the King, Hamilton, by Most Reverend Paul Reding.

Upon continuing his studies in Rome, he specialized in Sacred Scripture and the Book of 
Revelations. He received his Licentiate in Sacred Scripture from the Pontifical Bible Institute 
in 1978 and a Doctorate in Theology from the Gregorian University in 1986. After holding 
various academic appointments, in 1997 he was appointed as Bishop of Saint Paul, Alberta, 
and two years later, as the Archbishop of Edmonton. In 2001, while still presiding over the 
Archdiocese of Edmonton, he was named Apostolic Administrator of Saint Paul. He held 
these positions until 2007, when he was appointed the Archbishop of Toronto.

On January 6, 2012, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI announced the appointment of 
Archbishop Collins to the College of Cardinals. He was elevated to the College of Cardinals on February 18, 2012 in Rome. Thomas Cardinal Collins 
is the fourth cardinal in the history of the Archdiocese of Toronto and 16th in Canadian history.

We celebrate Cardinal Collins on the 16th of January.

Cardinal Collins
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Paul Emile Léger was born in Valleyfield, Quebec on April 25, 1904. Léger, the son 
of storekeeping parents, was educated in Montreal and Paris. He was ordained to 
the priesthood as a member of Sulpician Order in 1929. Following his ordination he 
served in Paris, France and Fukuoka, Japan. He was appointed Archbishop of Montreal 
by Pope John XXIII in 1950. Three years later he became a member of the Sacred 
College of Cardinals. Respect for the Cardinal widened as he worked on behalf of 
those who were chronically ill or otherwise disabled or disadvantaged. 

He devoted a great deal of time for the Second Vatican Council that was held from 
1962 to 1965. In 1967 he retired as Archbishop of Montreal and went to the United 
Republic of Cameroon in West Central Africa as a missionary among disabled children 
and lepers. He embodied in his daily life the teaching of St. James that if faith does 
not lead to helpful action it may, by itself, be a lifeless thing. Cardinal Paul Emile Léger 
died in 1991.  

‘Practice tenderhearted mercy and kindness to others!’ 

We celebrate Cardinal Léger on the 25th of April.

Cardinal Léger
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The school is named in honour of the Risen Lord, Christ the King, and the feast in 
His name.  We celebrate the feast of Christ the King each year on the Sunday before 
the first Sunday of Advent. Pope Pius XI first instituted this feast in 1925, as a way 
of reminding Christians of Christ’s dominion and rule over all things on earth and in 
heaven.  In art, we often see the figure of Christ enthroned, at the right hand of God.

In scripture, Jesus Christ is often referred to as ‘King’, the word ‘Christ’ itself meaning 
‘anointed king’. Pope Benedict XVI remarked that Christ’s kingship is not based on 
“human power” but on loving and serving others

Christ the King, through his life, death and resurrection, reflects the Kingdom of God 
with a focus on service, love and coming together under a common belief.

Christ the King school will have its official opening on the 5th of October 2017.
We celebrate the feast of Christ the King the Sunday before 

the first Sunday of Advent.

CHRIST THE KING
our Lord and Saviour

Transform me into Yourself.
May my hands be

the hands of Your work.
Grant that I may live

In You, by You and for You.
Amen

Christ the King
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Corpus Christi, meaning ‘the Body of Christ’ in Latin, celebrates the transubstantiation 
of bread and wine into the actual Body of Christ during Mass. The Feast of Corpus 
Christi, celebrated on the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday, brings into focus the 
presence of Christ in the midst of his people during the celebration of the Eucharist. 
By tradition, Catholics take part in a procession following Mass, through the streets of 
a neighbourhood near their parish, and pray and sing during the passage. The Blessed 
Sacrament is placed in a monstrance and is held aloft by a member of the clergy 
during the procession. Parishioners then return to the church, where benediction 
usually takes place.

We celebrate the Eucharist to give thanks for the sacrifices of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
– but also to reaffirm our devotion and clarity of purpose as Christians.  

At Corpus Christi school, our model in all things is Christ and his teachings. We give 
thanks for the gifts we are given, for the care we give and receive from others, and 
for opportunities to learn.

Corpus Christi school will have its official opening on the 18th of September 2017.

We celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi on the first 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday.

Corpus Christi
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George Leo Green was born in England in 1900. He started singing in church at 
an early age and was also active in drama and music. At twenty-five, he made his 
first professional singing debut in London. After studying in England, he moved to 
Edmonton and was ordained to the priesthood in 1933. That same year he was 
named the music supervisor for the city’s twelve separate schools and was paid a 
dollar a day. He became known through the schools as’ Mr. Music Man.’

Father Leo Green’s activities in the local music scene were many and varied. He 
conducted the Symphony Orchestra, was a former symphony board member, and 
he started the school band program. Father Green was choirmaster at St. Joseph’s 
Basilica for many years. He loved music and enjoyed working with children. The 
quality of music productions reflected his dedication and hard work. He died while 
on holidays in Inverness, Scotland in 1971, but his legacy lives on. 

The music education that he initiated has expanded to the entire school district and 
includes choral and instrumental programs. We are very proud to have a school 
named after such a wonderful man.  

We celebrate Father Leo Green on the 2nd of May

Father Leo Green
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Michael Mireau was born May 11, 1972 in Edmonton. He excelled early at academics, 
music and illustration. Combined with a natural gift for storytelling, Michael further 
developed his interest in drawing by completing literally hundreds of comic strips by 
the time he had finished junior high. His creativity was complimented by an agile and 
analytical mind, and this led him to initially pursue mathematics during his university 
undergraduate career. In 1997, his strong work in that field allowed him to also 
complete a Master in Science in Mathematical Physics at the University of Alberta.

Michael first became known as Catfish at Camp Encounter in 1994. It was a nickname 
that harkened back to a character he had drawn in the cartoons of his early youth. 
From 1995 to 1998, he served as Spiritual Director for the Camp, and it was in this 
capacity that he learned to merge his faith, love of pop culture, humor and creativity 
to powerfully connect young people with their beliefs. This trademark skill, honed 
for the rest of his lifetime, always influenced and inspired.

His formative summers at Camp clearly revealed his calling. In 1997, he entered St. Joseph Seminary to complete his Master of Divinity.

On June 5, 2001, he was ordained to the Diaconate. In 2002, after his ordination to the Presbyterate, he began his work as Associate Pastor at St. 
Theresa’s Parish in Edmonton. In 2004, he became the Pastor of St. Michael’s Parish in Leduc as well as Our Lady of Victory Parish in Thorsby. He 
was moved to serve the community of St. Angela Parish for a year before becoming the very first District Chaplain of Edmonton Catholic Schools – 
as well as the Chaplain of St. Francis Xavier High School in 2010.

All the while, Father Michael Mireau continued to develop his skills as a musician, communicator, entertainer and spiritual leader. He embraced the 
idea of performance as the basis of his ministry. He contextualized religious thought in popular culture – making the Gospel and Church accessible 
to all generations of parishioners.

Father Michael Mireau
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His website, FatherCatfish.com, became another means to reach new audiences with his message of love. Echoing his childhood commitment to 
creativity combined with hard work, Father Michael Mireau published Catholic resources and weekly online videos that touched on everything 
from superheroes to Star Wars to heartfelt answers to challenging spiritual questions. Behind it all was his unending desire to communicate and 
to connect with the disconnected, the marginalized, the quirky and the unloved.

Father Michael “Catfish” Mireau was a man who loved deeply, was courageous in his beliefs and was unflinchingly real in his practice. He always 
cared for others, and he served every day like the superheroes he invoked in countless homilies. Above all, he believed that his work mattered – 
and it did to so many.

We celebrate Father Michael Mireau on the 5th of February.

God is Love.
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Father Michael Troy was born in Dublin on October 1, 1917. He is a member of 
the religious congregation of missionaries known as the Spiritans. Inspired by great 
Spiritan role models, Michael Troy left Ireland to come to Canada. In 1965, he moved to 
Edmonton and began teaching at Archbishop MacDonald High School. Eventually he 
went to Saint Joseph High School where he remained for more than thirty-two years 
as a teacher, coach, pastor, counselor and friend to hundreds of staff and students. 
The mention of his name evokes a profound sense of gratitude from thousands of 
people whose lives he’s touched. His encouragement of all to follow the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit has led to many outstanding leaders emerging from St. Joe’s.  

Father Troy lived out the charism of the Spiritans by being involved in missionary 
outreach to impoverished countries. He edited the worldwide missionary magazine 
‘The Spiritan’ and was the Executive Director of the Edmonton Archdiocesan Mission 
Council. He spearheaded the Holy Childhood Association through which schools 
raise thousands of dollars for countries in need. This ‘Kids Helping Kids’ project is 
just another way that Father Troy inspired staff and students to recognize the great 
gift that God has given them ‘to learn, to work, to live fully and to serve God in one 
another’.

Father Troy passed away in March of 2010. His legacy lives on in the hearts and minds 
of all who knew and loved him.

We celebrate Father Michael Troy 
on the 1st of October.

Father Michael Troy
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Anthony Kowalczyk was born June 4, 1866 in Poland, the 
sixth of twelve children in a farm family. His education 
ended after elementary school, and he divided his time 
between apprenticeship to a blacksmith and work on 
the family farm. As a young man, he felt the call to 
religious life with the Oblates, and in September 1891 
he entered an Oblate community. He took his first vows 
and was later posted (in 1896) to St. Albert Diocese in 
Alberta.  

Life in Canada was difficult. Within weeks an accident 
with a power saw led to the loss of one of his hands. 
Frère Antoine was faced with learning to perform his 
tasks with this serious handicap.  In January 1899, 
Frère Antoine took his final vows at St. Paul. He served 
as engineer, gardener, and swineherder. He spent the 
last thirty-five years of his life at St. John’s College in 
Edmonton. Frère Antoine was a simple man, and it 
was that simplicity that drew attention to him. He died 
peacefully on July 10, 1947 during his annual retreat in St. Albert. 

His intercession on behalf of petitioners led to Frère Antoine being 
considered as a candidate for beatification. An investigation into the 
possibility of the canonization of Frère Antoine is underway. 

Frère Antoine
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Anthony Kowalczyk est né le 4 juin, 1866 en Pologne, 
sixième de douze enfants de fermier. Ayant fini son 
instruction après l’École Élémentaire il travailla ˆ la 
ferme et comme apprenti forgeron.  Jeune homme 
il se sentit appelé ̂  la vie religieuse comme Oblat, et 
en septembre 1891 il entra dans une communauté 
d’Oblats. Il a pris ses premiers veux et un peu plus 
tard en 1896 a Été envoyé au diocèse de St. Albert 
en Alberta.  

La vie au Canada Était dure. Après juste quelques 
semaines il a perdu une main dans un accident de 
scierie. Il a fallu que frère Antoine apprenne ˆ faire 
ses travaux malgré son grave handicap.  En janvier 
1895 frère Antoine a pris ses veux perpétuels ˆ St. 
Paul. Il a travaillé comme mécanicien, jardinier et 
porcher. Il a vécu les dernières 35 années de sa vie 
ˆ Edmonton. Homme simple, on dit que c’est sa 
simplicité qui lui a valu l’attention qu’il a reçue. Il 

est mort paisiblement le 10 juillet 1947 pendant sa retraite annuelle  
à St. Albert.  

Plusieurs pétitionnaires désirent que la cause de béatification de frère 
Antoine soit présentée à Rome.  

We celebrate Frère Antoine on the 4th of June.



The book of Genesis is the first book of the Holy Bible.  It tells the story of the creation of 
man and subsequent exile from the Garden of Eden, the Great Flood, and the stories of 
Abraham and his descendants’ migration into Egypt.  The messages found in these early 
stories frame Christ’s message in the New Testament- The need for and assurance of 
salvation, and the fulfillment of the promises of the covenant through Christ’s death on 
the Cross. Genesis represents ‘the beginning’ of all things, and the core values of belief 
in the Catholic faith.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 

the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light.

Genesis 1:1-3

Genesis School provides unique educational experiences in non-traditional settings.   Our 100 Voices programs are held in the City of Edmonton 
Recreation Facilities and in the City Attraction Sites.  This unique partnership allows for rich programming opportunities and diverse learning 
experiences where children are central.  In these learning environments, we are able to provide all that Edmonton Catholic Schools has to offer with 
rich programming in a Catholic context. 

Pre-School Outreach is another unique option for serving children attending our partner YMCA child care sites.  Genesis School also supports unique 
inclusive programming options within Edmonton Catholic Schools.  The Personal Pathways programs (Grade 4-9) are for children and youth located 
in City Recreation Centres and the Downtown City Arena.

Genesis
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At the time Jesus was teaching in Galilee, many people kept sheep. Shepherds cared 
for their sheep, leading them wherever they could find food and water. The sheep 
knew their shepherd so well, they would come when he called. If a young lamb lost 
its way, a shepherd would carry it home and care for it. Shepherds took great care 
in protecting their flocks. 

Sometimes when he was trying to teach people about himself, Jesus told them stories 
about shepherds to help them understand. Jesus said he was a good shepherd. In 
the same way that sheep know the voice of their shepherd, people would come 
to know him too. If they followed his teachings, they would live their lives as God 
wanted them to. Jesus said they would become one flock, with one shepherd.

Jesus Christ is our Good Shepherd. We trust in the Good Shepherd to find us when 
we are lost and to protect us when we are scared. We know the voice of the Good 
Shepherd and come when we are called. Christ’s teachings permeate all that we do 
in our community of Good Shepherd School. We are one flock with one shepherd. 

‘I am the Good Shepherd. I know mine and mine know me.’ .John 10:14 

We celebrate Good Shepherd on Good Shepherd Sunday.

Good Shepherd
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Bishop Vital Grandin (1829.1902) was born on February 
8, 1829 in Mayenne, France and was ordained a priest 
in the order of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in 1854. 
Shortly after his ordination by Msgr. de Mazenod, he 
devoted himself entirely to serving Aboriginal peoples 
and to the aid of the prairie settlers in the Canadian 
West. He was only forty-two years old when he was 
appointed Bishop of St. Albert (Alberta) in 1871. His 
motto was: ‘Infirma mundi elegit Deus’ (God chooses 
the weak of the world).

For the next thirty years, the first Bishop of St. Albert 
faced a sometimes hostile environment and thousands 
of square miles of uncharted wilderness, travelling 
and serving with unceasing dedication. When Bishop 
Grandin arrived in Alberta, there were only five Catholic 
missionaries serving the entire northwest. When he 
died in 1902, there were 65 missions, 50 schools, 3 
hospitals and 2 seminaries.  

Bishop Grandin was a great man in his own time who became a legend 
throughout the west and north. His life is an outstanding model for 
today because of his courage, tenacity and faith. We pray that his cause 
will continue to progress in Rome and that the Vatican will someday 
recognize the sainthood of this holy man. 

Grandin
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Vital Grandin (1829.1902) naquit le 8 février 1829 
en Mayenne, France. Il fut accueilli chez les Oblats 
de Marie Immaculée, au noviciat de Notre.Dame 
de l’Osier, o� il fit profession le 1er janvier 1553. 
Le 23 avril 1854, Vital fut ordonné prêtre par Mgr 
de Mazenod, fondateur et supérieur général de la 
congrégation.
  
Le 11 décembre 1857, â l’âge de 30 ans et prêtre 
depuis seulement cinq ans, il fut nommé Évoque 
de Satala et coadjuteur de Saint Boniface. Il fut 
ordonné Évoque ˆ Marseille par Mgr de Mazenod 
le 30 novembre 1859. Pour devise, il choisit: Infirma 
mundi elegit Deusé (Dieu choisit les faibles de 
ce monde). Le 22 septembre 1871, il fut nommé 
premier Évoque de Saint Albert qui devint, en 1912, 
l’archidiocèse d’Edmonton.  

Quand Mgr Grandin arriva il n’y avait que cinq 
missionnaires catholiques en Alberta et aux Territoires du Nord-Ouest. 
Ë son décès il y avait 65 missions, 50 Écoles, 3 hôpitaux et 2 séminaires! 
Mgr Grandin décéda â Saint Albert, Alberta, le 3 juin 1902. Villages, 
Écoles, lacs, rues et cantons portent son nom. Le 15 décembre 1966, 
Vital Grandin fut déclaré Vénérable par le Pape Paul VI.  

We celebrate Bishop Grandin on the 8th of February.



Dr. Hilaire Emile Beriault was the founder and only Superintendent of Jasper Place 
Separate School District. Since its official opening in 1964, H. E. Beriault school 
has consistently promoted the values of Catholic religious education, academic 
achievement, physical education, moral and personal development, and social 
responsibility.  

H. E. Beriault was born on November 10, 1904 at Ville Marie, Quebec. He grew up on 
a family farm, and worked in a family store in St. Boniface, Manitoba. For his higher 
education, he attended a Jesuit College and the University of Laval. In 1932, he moved 
to Edmonton and taught school at the Jesuit College and in a variety of francophone 
communities until 1943 when he became principal at Calder. From 1945 to 1951, he 
pursued other careers and in 1951 he returned to teaching. He taught at Cold Lake, 
St. Paul and Namao.  

Dr. Beriault helped Father Patoine establish St. Anne Parish in Jasper Place, as well as 
three Catholic Separate schools: Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima and Notre 
Dame. He retired in 1964 and taught at the Hobbema Reserve until 1970. He died 
August 2, 1973.

We celebrate H.E. Beriault on November 10th. 

H. E. Beriault
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St. Paul refers to the Cross often. ‘May I never boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.’ (Galatians 6: 14). ‘God was pleased to have everything made perfect by Christ. 
Everything in heaven and on earth can come to God because of Christ’s death on the 
cross. Christ’s blood has made peace.’ (Colossians 1: 19.20). The cross symbolizes 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It has become an object of 
veneration for Christians who see it as an instrument of salvation and a powerful 
symbol of God’s love for all people. 

At Holy Cross School, we are reminded by the symbol of the Cross to do what Jesus 
would do. We are to build a Christian community and show others by example, in 
all that we say and do, that we are disciples of Jesus Christ. We are to take up our 
cross and follow Christ by being a ‘witness to love.’ Jesus said, ‘A new commandment 
I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.’  

We celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
on the 14th of September.

Holy Cross
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The gospels describe a number of incidents in the life of the Holy Family that provide 
the inspiration for the life and learning that happens in our school community.  

There was no room for the Holy Family in the inn at Bethlehem and so Jesus is born 
in circumstances of deprivation. Yet the heavenly host proclaim the good news that 
it is the Messiah who has come to bring peace to people of good will. Similarly, Jesus’ 
birth is proclaimed by Simeon as the light for revelation and the glory of God’s people. 
When the boy Jesus is found in the temple by Mary and Joseph, Jesus declares that 
he must be in God’s house. Yet Jesus went with Mary and Joseph to live in Nazareth 
where he grew in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.  

The stories of the Holy Family inspire us at Holy Family School to remember that 
our learning is for the sake of guiding a weary world into the light of day. The Holy 
Family reminds us to be welcoming to wayfarers and refugees. Just as Jesus grew in 
wisdom and years, and in divine and human favour, so we too nurture our children 
to grow in wisdom and grace before God and the human family.  

We celebrate the feast of the Holy Family 
on the 31st of December.

Holy Family
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The Holy Trinity is the wondrous mystery of God: three persons, one God. God 
the Father as Creator, Christ the Son as Saviour, and the Holy Spirit as Sanctifier, 
empowering us to live a life of love. The Trinity shows us that God is a community 
and thus, we are called into community. The Holy Trinity challenges us to respect 
the dignity of persons and the good of the entire community. We are called to care 
about those around us who are weak, poor and marginalized.  

The Trinity calls forth our personal gifts and the collective gifts of the community so 
that we may work together for the good of the world and the glory of God. We are 
taught that all we have is a gift from God. We are called to cooperate with God in the 
building up of God’s reign by a faithful response to the gospel mandate of justice and 
love. We are inspired to work hard at developing our intellectual, spiritual, physical, 
emotional and social gifts. Our learning is for the sake of the world. At Holy Trinity 
school, we try to live this commitment though our justice initiatives, through our 
care for one other, and through our prayer.  

We celebrate the Holy Trinity on Trinity Sunday.

Holy Trinity
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Jean Forest was born in Manitoba, and moved with her family to Alberta in 1947. She lived in Edmonton 
for the next 50 years, where she took an active part in the life of the community and inspired others 
to leadership roles, and community service. Jean served for 13 years as President and Managing 
Director of Jas-Day Investments Ltd., a company which owns Mountain Park Lodges, operating hotels 
in Jasper National Park. She was also appointed a director of Northern Transportation Co. Ltd. and 
C.N. Rail, crown corporations which were both privatized during her term on the board.

As a former teacher and the mother of a large family, Jean’s interest in education led her to seek 
election to the Edmonton Catholic School Board, on which she served for nine years as a Trustee 
(1968 - 1977), three of those years as Chairperson. During that time, she also served as President of 
the Alberta Catholic School Trustee’s Association.

In 1972, Jean was elected to the Senate of the University of Alberta and shortly thereafter was elected 
Senate representative on the Board of Governors. After six years in these positions, she was elected 
Chancellor of the University and served the four-year term from 1978 - 1982.
Jean was appointed to Alberta’s first Human Rights Commission in 1974 and to the Minister’s Advisory 
Committee on the Constitution in 1978.

Jean has been actively involved in the life of her church at the local, regional and national levels. She 
has been the western representative on a number of committees set up by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. She also served on the 
National Pastoral Planning Committee for the Papal visit to Canada. She is a former President of the Edmonton Archdiocesan Council for Women and 
a former Vice-Chair of the Board of Governors of Newman Theological College. In 1996, Jean was summoned to the Senate of Canada and served 
there until 1998. She then retired to Victoria, where she is still active in Church work, volunteering as a tutor for immigrant children, and has also 
served as a member of the Board of Island Catholic Schools.

We celebrate Jean Forest at a luncheon in her honour 
on the first Thursday following International Women’s Day.

Jean Forest
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Joseph Henri Picard was born near Montreal in 1857. 
Being an adventurous young man, he headed west in 1884. 
Father Lacombe, whom he met in Calgary, encouraged 
him to travel to the  village of Edmonton where he arrived 
on July 14, 1887.  

Mr. Picard soon became active in the community. He was 
elected to the first village council, the first town council 
and the first city council of Edmonton. He was a member 
of the executive committee of the Board of Trade, of 
the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, the Edmonton 
Exhibition Board and the Edmonton Club. He also took 
part in ‘La Société Saint Jean Baptiste’, ‘l’Alliance Française’ 
and the ‘Société du Parler français’.  

Being interested in education, he became chairman of the 
newly formed St. Joachim Catholic School District in 1898, 
serving on this board until 1912, when the St. Joachim, St. 
Anthony and North Edmonton School Districts united to form the Edmonton 
Catholic School System. He became the first chairperson of this amalgamated 
board and served for 9 years. 

His work was instrumental in helping the Alberta government see the need 
of protecting minority groups in the province’s original School Act. And J. 
H. Picard School was the first bilingual school in Western Canada built with 
public funds.  

J.H. Picard
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Joseph Henri Picard est né près de Montréal en 1857. Au 
gût de ce jeune homme aventureux, il partit donc, en 1884, 
vers l’Ouest. Il rencontra le Pere Lacombe ˆ Calgary qui 
l’encouragea d’entreprendre un voyage au village d’Edmonton 
qu’il atteignit enfin, le 14 juillet 1887. 
 
M. Picard devint bientôt très actif dans la communauté. Il fut 
Élu au premier conseil du village, au premier conseil municipal 
et au premier conseil de ville d’Edmonton. Il fut membre 
du comité exécutif du Ministère du Commerce, membre de 
l’Association Catholique du Secours Mutuel, de l’Association de 
l’Exposition d’Edmonton, et du Club d’Edmonton. Il s’occupa 
beaucoup des activités de la Société Saint Jean Baptiste, de 
l’Alliance française et de la Société du Parler français. Tant 
grandement intéressé a l’Éducation, il devient président du 
nouveau district scolaire catholique St. Joachim en 1898, 
jusqu’en 1912, ou les district St. Joachim, St. Anthony et 
Edmonton Nord s’unirent pour former le Système des écoles 

Catholiques d’Edmonton. Il fut le premier président de cette commission 
scolaire amalgamée, pour 9 années.  

Par son influence, il aida grandement le Gouvernement de l’Alberta ̂  combler 
les déficiences de la première Loi sur l’éducation par rapport aux groupes 
minoritaires. Voilà pourquoi, aujourd’hui, l’École J. H. Picard se trouve a être 
la première École bilingue de l’Ouest canadien bâtie avec des fonds publics. 

We celebrate J.H. Picard on the 18th of February.



Our school is named after the Honorable John James Bowlen (1876.1959), the first 
Roman Catholic to represent the Crown as Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. Born in 
1876 in Prince Edward Island, in 1906 he relocated his family to the west, a move 
that began an extremely successful life as a western Canadian rancher and politician. 

By 1920, Bowlen owned the largest horse ranch in Canada. Bowlen had an active 
political career. Elected in 1930 as a Liberal MLA for Calgary, he was one of only six 
opposition members to remain elected in the Social Credit landslide of 1935. He 
held office until 1944, serving his constituents in the Alberta legislature for fourteen 
years. In 1950, Bowlen was appointed Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. 

He died in office in 1959, and is buried in St. Joachim’s Cemetery in Edmonton. During 
his life Bowlen received many honours and held numerous executive positions, and 
was an active member of service clubs such as Kiwanis, Elks and Knights of Columbus. 
At J. J. Bowlen we strive to live up to the example set for us by our namesake. He is a 
Catholic role model for the students and staff of our school. His active life embodies 
the qualities of hard work, determination, and service to others.  

We celebrate J.J. Bowlen on the 21st of July.

J.J. Bowlen
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John Paul I Elementary School is named after Albino Luciani, who became Pope 
John Paul I in August of 1978. Before becoming Pope he had many titles within the 
hierarchy of the church including priest, teacher, Bishop, Patriarch, and Cardinal. He 
was the first Pope to choose a double name, John and Paul, after the two Popes who 
reigned before him.  

Pope John Paul I is well known for his simple human talents including his bright smiles, 
warm hugs, and his love for laughing. One of Pope John Paul I’s main priorities was 
helping the poor. Sorrowfully, his reign as Pope did not last very long as he had an 
unexpected heart attack on September 26, 1978, which caused his sudden death 
only thirty-four days after becoming the Pope.  

As students of John Paul I Elementary, we need to remember Pope John Paul’s bright 
smile, which to many was seen as a beam of light which spread the message of love for 
all. As you pass through our hallways, please remember to pass on this inspirational 
smile and message of universal love.  

We celebrate Pope John Paul I on the 17th of October.

John Paul I
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Katherine Therrien was a teacher of elementary school children for more than forty 
years. Her teaching career began in a one room schoolhouse in 1922 when she was 
sixteen years old. In the following eighteen years, she taught in several towns in 
northern Alberta. As the only staff person in some of these schools, her duties included 
hauling water, lighting fires, and putting in storm windows! When she received her 
B. Ed. in 1944, she began teaching for Edmonton Catholic Schools. ‘Kay’ became 
Supervisor of Elementary Education in 1955. When she retired in 1972, Miss Therrien 
was an Assistant Superintendent for the Edmonton Catholic School District. Katherine 
Therrien was recognized for her dedication and talent and in 1976 gave the keynote 
address at the formal opening of Katherine Therrien School. 

Katherine would be very proud of the students, staff and parent community at 
Katherine Therrien School. Katherine Therrien is a school where: 

 

 

We celebrate Katherine Therrien on the 19th of September.

Katherine Therrien
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We acknowledge that all children are God’s gifts and that we bring hope to 
our students through acts of love, sincerity and security.  

We bring hope to our Christian Community by acknowledging, realizing and 
recognizing individual potential and skills.  

Using Jesus as our model, we bring hope to our Catholic school though our 
respect towards children, teachers, staff members, and parents.



Also known as the Mountain Cree Camp school, the meaning of its name 
is derived from ‘Kisiko’ meaning heavenly, ‘Awasis’ meaning child and 
‘Kiskinahamawin’ meaning school.

The Mountain Cree Camp (more commonly known in the past as the 
Smallboy Camp) was established in 1967 by Chief Robert (Bobtail) 
Smallboy and Lazarus Roan from the Erminskin band. The intent was 
to establish a community that would be guided by their strong belief in 
the ‘Natural Law’ consisting of traditional Cree values, spirituality and 
ceremonies. The first camp was established on the Kootenay Plains, in 
the foothills near Nordegg.  In 1971, the camp relocated to the Muskiki 
Lake area midway between Robb and Nordegg, a location they occupy 
today.

In the spring of 2009, Alberta Education reached an agreement with 
Edmonton Catholic School District #7 to operate Kisiko Awasis for a two 
school-year period.  Since then the contract has been renewed four 
times. 

The school offers classes from Kindergarten through Grade twelve, with a focus on spiritual learning 
and honouring Cree culture, through the study of language and ceremony.

Kisiko Awasis Kiskinahamawin
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Born in Quebec in 1882, Louis St. Laurent served as the Prime Minister of Canada from 
1948 to 1958. He was a brilliant, bilingual scholar who graduated with top honours 
from the Seminary and Laval University. In recognition of his outstanding advocacy 
and passion for the federal system of government, St. Laurent was appointed Minister 
of Justice in 1941 and Minister of External Affairs in 1945. In this capacity, St. Laurent 
represented Canada at the founding session of the United Nations, proposed that 
the UN maintain a peacekeeping force, and committed Canada to NATO. 

St. Laurent became the second Catholic Francophone Prime Minister of Canada in 
1948. His government made the Supreme Court of Canada the highest court of appeal 
and appointed the first Canadian born Governor General. He expanded Canada from 
sea to sea by bringing Newfoundland into the Canadian family in 1949.  

Louis St. Laurent was affectionately known as Uncle Louis because he was genuinely 
concerned about the ordinary people of Canada. His government introduced 
legislation that acknowledged the role of government in assuring that all Canadians 
enjoy a quality standard of living. Our students, through their commitment to emulate 
the leadership exemplified by our patron, aspire to academic excellence and service 
to the marginalized in our city.  

We celebrate Louis St. Laurent on the 1st of February.
 

Louis St. Laurent
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Mary Margaret Hanley (1907-1975) was a dynamic teacher and administrator. She 
loved children and teaching and inspired many of her students to become teachers. 
Her students never forgot her. 
 
Born in Belleville, Ontario, she moved to Edmonton at the age of six. She graduated 
from St. Mary’s High School, Camrose Teachers’ College, and the University of Alberta. 
In 1931 her career began with the Edmonton Separate School District. After teaching 
at Sacred Heart, St. Edmund and Grandin schools, the school board recognized her 
exceptional talents by appointing her the first lay principal in the Catholic system. 
Mary Hanley opened St. Margaret School in 1950 and retired from there in 1972.

Mary’s love of music strongly motivated her students, and her rhythm bands regularly 
won top honours in the Kiwanis Music Festivals. She broadcasted elementary music 
programs on CBC radio, and also gave teaching demonstrations in Edmonton, Calgary 
and Regina for the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Conferences. In 1969, the 
Centennial Medal was conferred on Mary Hanley in recognition of her valuable service 
to Canada. After forty-one years, Mary Hanley left her beloved profession.  
Mary Hanley School opened on March 7, 1985. Mary Hanley’s spirit lives on in this 
‘Place of Joy.’ 

We celebrate Mary Hanley on the 7th of March.

Mary Hanley
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Monsignor Fee Otterson was born in Edmonton, Alberta on June 25th, 1923. He was a student 
in Edmonton Catholic Schools, and upon his graduation from St. Joseph High School, entered St. 
Joseph Seminary. On February 8, 1948, he was ordained into the Holy Priesthood by the Archbishop 
of Edmonton, John Hugh MacDonald. Monsignor Otterson devoted the next 60 years serving the 
Catholic people of Edmonton and, in a very particular way, serving the young women and men in 
three of the high schools in the Edmonton Catholic School District.
 
Monsignor Otterson was a teacher/administrator with Edmonton Catholic Schools for over 30 years. 
He spent six years teaching at St. Joseph High School, six years as principal and teacher at St. Mary 
High School, and 22 years teaching at Austin O’Brien High School. He had a tremendous impact on 
the students he taught. He was well respected and loved by staff and students.

Of equal significance is the reality of the profound Christian influence he exerted by being present to 
the students through his involvement with them in their extracurricular activities – most particularly 
in athletics and drama. His impact was poignantly captured by a graduating student from Austin 
O’Brien who referred to Monsignor Otterson as the “Greatest Crusader of All.”

After his retirement from teaching, Monsignor Otterson spent the next 10 years continuing to work 
for Catholic Education as the Alberta Bishops’ representative to the Alberta Catholic School Trustees 
Association. During these same 10 years, he was first Associate Pastor and then Pastor at St. John the Evangelist Church. As the Parish Priest, he was 
very well liked and respected by the congregation. 

Monsignor Fee Otterson died on September 9th, 2012 at the age of 89. He was a proud Edmontonian who will be remembered as an individual who 
enriched the lives of youth, as well as those of his many friends, family and colleagues. He will forever remain in the hearts of our staff and students.

We celebrate Monsignor Otterson on the 25th of June.

Monsignor Fee Otterson
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Monsignor William Irwin, or as he was affectionately known - Father Bill - was born in 
1928 in Peterborough, Ontario and died in 2004. He was founder and Chief Executive 
Officer of Catholic Social Services in Edmonton, which he established in 1961 with a 
staff of one and a budget of $5,000.00. His goal was to create a relief organization to 
help meet the needs of those who could not easily help themselves. But the needs 
were great and the hands were plenty. Father Bill built Catholic Social Services into 
Canada’s largest multi-function social service agency and one of the largest in North 
America.

Father Bill also served as Pastor to two Catholic communities in Mill Woods and served 
as Chairman or member of numerous national and international human services’ 
Boards of Directors, including his appointment by the Government of Canada to the 
National Parole Board, where he served for 12 years.

In 1995, Monsignor William Irwin was appointed as an Officer of the Order of Canada 
- the country’s most prestigious citizenship award. 

Father Bill directly or indirectly touched the lives of every Catholic in the Edmonton 
area, in our province and in the larger Catholic community, both nationally and 
internationally. He was larger than life in his endeavors to minister in healing and 
faith to those in need, wherever they were.

We celebrate Monsignor William Irwin 
on the 13th of May.

Monsignor William Irwin
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Mother Margaret Mary (Laura Hickey) was born in 1890 in the North Dakota territory. The 
family moved to Calgary in 1902 and Laura became a day student at Sacred Heart Convent. A 
keen student with a tremendous work ethic, she excelled in her studies. In 1910, at the age of 
twenty, she was called to join the congregation of the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ,) who 
had been her teachers at the convent. She studied in England, Belgium and at the University of 
Alberta where she had the distinction of being the first woman from a religious community to 
attend. In 1916 she again distinguished herself as the first woman to graduate from a Masters 
Degree program at the University of Alberta.

Mother Margaret Mary taught in the Edmonton Catholic School District for 50 years. She began 
her teaching career as principal of the Third Street School in 1911. When it became St. Mary’s 
Girls’ High School in 1923, Mother Margaret Mary remained as principal, thereby becoming the 
first woman high school administrator in the District.  She remained in this position until 1954 
when the school was amalgamated with St. Joseph Boys High School, and she continued teaching 
there until her retirement in 1961.

Mother Margaret Mary was best known for her ability as a mathematics teacher, but her strong 
academic background and personal qualities of versatility and flexibility allowed her to teach 
almost any subject.

Representing not just herself but all the teaching members of the FCJ congregation, Mother 
Margaret Mary serves as an inspiration for young women and men alike to take on long-term 
leadership and service roles. Mother Margaret Mary died in 1989, 11 days before her 100th 
birthday.

We celebrate Mother Margaret Mary on the 16th of October.

Mother Margaret Mary
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Mount Carmel is a mountain spur projecting into the sea south of Haifa, Israel. Its 
bold outline can be seen for many miles. The name means ‘garden’ or ‘orchard.’ 
Mount Carmel became a refuge for early Christian hermits and monks. In 1156 the 
Order of Carmelites was founded and a monastery was built to the honour of St. 
Mary of Mount Carmel.

Devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel spread throughout Europe by the returning 
Crusaders and by members of the Carmelite Order. Notable shrines and churches 
were founded in honour of Mary under the title of Carmel or Carmen. In England in 
1215 the Virgin appeared to St. Simon Stock, Prior General of the Order of Mount 
Carmel. According to tradition, Our Lady promised special blessings to all that wore the 
Carmelite scapular which signified total dedication to her Son, Jesus Christ.  Honour 
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel is worldwide. 

 The Prayer to Our Lady of Mount Carmel is: 

Lord let the motherly prayer of the glorious virgin come to our help. 
Through her support help us reach the true mount which is Jesus Christ.

Amen  

We celebrate Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
on the 16th of July.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
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Our Lady of Peace is a title given to the Blessed Virgin Mary. In this representation, she 
bears a dove and an olive branch, universal symbols of peace.  She represents the hope 
for peace on Earth, and those working towards peace all around the world. Our Lady 
of Peace is venerated globally, with many cathedrals, chapels and places of Christian 
gathering dedicated in her honour.

The 1958-59 school year saw the official opening of Our Lady of Peace School. Since then, 
Mary has been a role model for all who have entered. Our school family, although small 
in numbers, is multicultural. Under the gentle, patient guidance of the staff, differences 
are discussed, overcome and celebrated. Children develop understanding and respect for 
others. Whatever their faith background, all our students proudly participate in prayer 
and religious celebrations. 

The bonds of love, caring and trust are often seen when children seek out a staff member 
and confide they don’t feel well, they are hungry or they feel sad. The comforting that 
takes place is rewarded with smiles and hugs. To honour our Blessed Lady, our school 
has daily prayer. Each morning, fifteen minutes before classes start, students, staff and 
visitors join together for a discussion or reading and saying a decade of the Rosary. This 
is a calming activity prior to the day ahead; it is a reflection time; it is an introduction to 
formal prayer. 

Our Lady of Peace School serves as a centre to unite home, school, church and community. 
We give our children the best basic social, academic and Christian education possible as 
we live up to our motto ‘Together We Can Grow.’ 

We celebrate Our Lady of Peace on the 24th of January.

Our Lady of Peace
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In the early days of our country, pioneer families migrated from other lands to find 
new homes on the Canadian prairies. They brought with them very few possessions, 
but they did bring with them a strong Catholic faith and a deep devotion to Our Lady.  

Times were very hard for them, yet they never lost hope. Faith in God’s Providence  
and the Blessed Virgin’s intercession saw them through the worst trials and difficulties. 
The  pioneers had many simple and beautiful ways of honouring Our Blessed Mother. 
To keep  alive and to spread this devotion to Our Lady of the Prairies and her Divine 
Son, a  foundation was established in 1957. ‘Our Lady of the Prairies’ was chosen as 
a simple  and natural title that would bring the prairie people close to one another 
and to our  beloved earth.  

Our Lady of the Prairies is often shown holding stalks of golden wheat in her hand 
symbolizing life in Christ. Through her intercession each of us hopes to reap the 
spiritual harvest of everlasting life in God.  

We celebrate Our Lady of the Prairies 
on the 21st of March.

Our Lady of the Prairies
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For many centuries, people have turned to Mary in times of need. She is the mother 
of Jesus Christ and she listens to our prayers and gives us the strength and courage 
to overcome difficulties. The title, ‘Our Lady of Victories,’ is an ancient title; one 
that was given to Mary by people in many countries throughout Europe. That title 
traveled to North America with the  first European settlers, who often needed and 
requested Mary’s help to survive in the harsh new land. 

When our school was built in 1960, it was named ‘Our Lady of Victories’ to remind 
us that we can ask Mary to intercede for us with her son, Jesus Christ. Mary wants 
us to have faith when we are troubled. She wants us to be a people of hope. Faith in 
Mary’s willingness to intercede for us with Jesus Christ can help us through the many 
difficulties that each of us must face throughout our lives. Through faith in Mary, 
who is Our Lady of Victories, we can claim victory over the troubles and temptations 
that come our way.  

We Celebrate Our Lady of Victories
on the 26th of October.  

Our Lady of Victories
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Alphonsus Liguori was the son of Joseph, a navy captain, and Anna, a woman devoted 
to her family, her community, and God. Alphonsus was encouraged by his father to 
seek worldly honours. Alphonsus became a famous lawyer and got more cases than 
he could handle. When he lost a very important case, he came to see the uselessness 
of worldly glory and power and riches. He vowed to become a priest so as to devote 
all his life, energy and talents to work and to care for the most abandoned and the 
most needy people.  

Alphonsus’ one driving force was his love for God: ‘All holiness is to love God; but 
to love God is to do God’s will. To do God’s will is to do what Jesus did.’ Alphonsus 
therefore urged his own friends and everyone to work at becoming more and more 
like Jesus and work for God’s reign as Jesus did. Alphonsus realized his own weakness 
and dependency on prayer and encouraged everyone to lead a life of prayer.  

Alphonsus died in 1787 (age ninety-one). In 1839 he was declared a saint.

We celebrate St. Alphonsus on the 1st of August.

St. Alphonsus
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Angela Merici was born in Italy in 1474. When she was ten, after the death of her 
parents, she went to live with an uncle. As a young teenager, Angela knew that God 
had chosen her for a special task. Many years would pass before Angela would discover 
what this special task would be. At the time when Angela lived, only the children of 
the wealthy attended school. Boys went to special schools while girls learned from 
their mothers at home. Poor children did not go to school. Angela herself never went 
to school but was educated at home.  

Angela became a follower of St. Francis and lived a simple life helping others. The 
special task that God wanted Angela to do was to teach the poor children, especially 
the girls, how to read, how to count, and most of all to teach them about God and 
Jesus Christ, and to give them strong Christian values. She taught together with other 
women who also wanted to serve the Kingdom of God in this special way, founding 
the Ursuline teaching order. She died January 27, 1540.  

Today we remember St. Angela as a teacher, a friend of the poor and foundress of 
the first teaching order of women.  

We celebrate St. Angela on the 27th of January.
  

St. Angela
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Anne is known to us because she is the mother of Mary and grandmother of Jesus. 
Anne and her husband, Joachim, loved God and prayed for a child. It seemed as 
though God did not hear their prayers because years went by and a child never 
came. But they kept praying nonetheless. When it seemed as though Anne was too 
old to have a child, God graced them with one. They called their special child Mary, 
a name which means ‘incense that rises up to God.’ Anne’s daughter became the 
woman that all Jewish women longed to be, the mother of the Messiah. Anne was 
proud of Jesus. As his grandmother, she often had the opportunities to hold him and 
play with him. He often came to her house to visit. 

Anne, whose name means ‘full of grace,’ was a holy woman who kept praying. Saint 
Anne shows us the importance of prayer, gratitude and perseverance.  

The current St. Anne school is the second school of its name in our District.

We celebrate St. Anne on the 26th of July.

St. Anne
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St. Augustine of Hippo (354.430 A. D.), a philosopher theologian of the early Christian 
Church, was born in North Africa. His mother Monica was a devout Christian who 
raised her son to follow the Christian faith. Augustine, however, did not follow these 
teachings, and his mother prayed for his conversion.  

Augustine was a great teacher who captivated his students with his teaching style 
and methods. Augustine argued that education must begin from the natural curiosity 
of the students. He maintained that teachers must gain the confidence and trust of 
their students, explain things clearly, alter teaching methods to maintain interest, 
and present materials at their student’s level of understanding. Augustine was a 
teacher far ahead of his time.  

At the age of thirty-three, Augustine was filled with the Holy Spirit and was baptized. 
He was ordained a priest in 391 A. D. In 396 he became Bishop of Hippo. Augustine 
spent much of his life writing about the love of God for us. He believed the presence 
of God within us is the source of all knowledge and that our basic faith must be 
grounded in Scripture as well as guided by the teachings of the Church. 

We celebrate St. Augustine on the 28th of August.

St. Augustine
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Basil (329-379) was born into nobility as the son of St. Basil the Elder and St. Emmelia 
in Asia Minor in 329. At a young age, he broke the mold that had been set for him, 
organising hospitals and famine relief, even going so far as to work in the kitchens 
himself.  

First educated by his father and grandmother, St. Macrina the Elder, he would later 
study with such esteemed colleagues as Gregory Nazianzen and the future Emperor 
Julian the Apostate. He taught rhetoric and law before pursuing a life of Gospel 
poverty. He was baptized, then traveled to monasteries in Palestine, Syria, and Egypt 
before he set up the first monastery in the East. He was ordained to the priesthood 
at the age of thirty-four. He would eventually play an instrumental role in rejecting 
Arianism (which denied Christ’s divinity) with Saint Gregory Nazianzen.

  Despite fierce opposition because of his reformist views, Basil was elected Archbishop 
and the leader of fifty bishops. Basil stood firm against the Arian Emperor Valens’ 
persecution of orthodoxy, eventually winning a battle of wills, forcing the Emperor 
to back down. St. Basil is today honoured as a Doctor of the Church. He is the patron 
saint of reformers and caregivers. We strive to emulate these qualities in our school 
community.  

We celebrate St. Basil on the 2nd of January.

St. Basil
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Born into a family of privilege in Nursia, a town in Central Italy, Benedict matured 
into a studious young man, keenly aware of the social ills around him. War and deep 
division within the Catholic Church characterized the medieval world in which he 
lived. In order to escape the widespread immorality of his day, he denounced his 
inheritance and withdrew to the mountain caves of Subiaco, where he followed a 
monastic style of life driven by prayer, study, and manual work. Other young men 
soon joined him, eventually forming a community with Benedict as their spiritual 
father or Abbot. As time passed, Benedict wrote the ‘rule’ or constitution of the 
Benedictine community wherein he stressed the virtues of humility, obedience, and 
communal life.  

Benedict believed that community was integral to every person’s quest for holiness. 
An individual’s salvation was, to Benedict’s way of thinking, a team effort, captained 
and coached by a wise and holy Abbot. Benedict’s concern for striking a balance 
between prayer and work within a disciplined, supportive community became the 
foundation upon which western monasticism was built.  Benedict will be remembered 
for instilling in his followers the belief that a deep love for prayer, work, and lifelong 
learning are truly the means to salvation.  

We celebrate St. Benedict on the 11th of July.

St. Benedict
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Bernadette Soubrious (1844-1879)  was born to a very poor family in Lourdes, France. 
When Bernadette was fourteen, out gathering firewood for her family, the Mother 
of Jesus first appeared to her. Bernadette was confused. The townsfolk refused to 
believe her. On the eighteenth and last appearance, the Blessed Virgin identified 
herself as the ‘Immaculate Conception’. Then everyone believed, for these were 
words unfamiliar to a simple fourteen year old. Mary asked Bernadette to make 
known the healing powers of the springs of water in Lourdes.  

When she was twenty-two, Bernadette was admitted to a religious order. She spent 
the rest of her days there, a short distance from Lourdes. After suffering heroically 
for years with tuberculosis, she died on April 15, 1879. A beautiful church, called the 
Rosary, and a statue of the Virgin Mary were erected at the grotto where the vision 
of Mary occurred. Each year, a few million people visit the shrine to pray and seek 
healing. Bernadette was declared a saint in 1933.  

The devotion that St. Bernadette had for Mary the Mother of Jesus inspires us at St. 
Bernadette School to continue to pray for social justice and world peace. 

We celebrate St. Bernadette on the 16th of April.

St. Bernadette
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St. Bonaventure (1221-1274) was born in Tuscany, Italy and was baptized John. 
Stricken with a dangerous illness, he was prayed for by St. Francis of Assisi. As he 
recovered, St. Francis exclaimed, ‘O buona ventura’ (O good fortune) the name by 
which our patron became known. At twenty-one, Bonaventure joined the Franciscans, 
studied at the University of Paris and wrote wonderful stories of God. St. Thomas 
Aquinas, a good friend, asked where he got all his ideas. He pointed to the cross 
and said, ‘It is Christ who tells me everything. Christ is my only teacher.’ In 1273, 
Bonaventure became a Cardinal. The Pope’s messengers found him at the washtubs 
taking his turn scrubbing the pots and pans. They waited patiently until Bonaventure 
had finished and then solemnly presented him the red hat, which symbolized his 
new honour. 

Bonaventure died at the age of fifty-three. He was proclaimed a saint in 1482 and in 
1588 he was declared a Doctor of the Church.

We at St. Bonaventure School admire our namesake for the faith he showed in the 
cross of Jesus and the trust he had in Jesus as his only teacher. We, too, can turn to 
Jesus for help and strength as St. Bonaventure did. 

We celebrate St. Bonaventure on the 15th of July.
 

St. Bonaventure
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Boniface, born in Wessex, England around 675 A. D., was the Apostle to Germany 
until he was martyred on the 5th of June, 755 A. D. Boniface, born into nobility, 
was given a religious education at the monastery school near Exeter, England. At 
fourteen, he began to study to become a monk, having been inspired to do so by 
missionary monks who had visited his home. He excelled in this training, especially 
in the understanding of scripture.  

Boniface was ordained to the priesthood at the age of thirty and successfully taught 
and preached, but he wanted to be a missionary, preaching Christianity throughout 
Germany. In 731 A. D., after establishing several monasteries, Boniface became 
Archbishop and established many missions and churches and brought about the 
reform of existing churches. When he was over seventy, Boniface resigned as 
Archbishop and took up his missionary work again. Boniface gathered new converts 
together at a place where a hostile band fell upon them and killed Boniface and fifty-
two companions. Boniface would not let his companions defend him. He died telling 
them to trust in God and to welcome dying for the faith.  

In 1874, Pope Pius IX extended the celebration of his feast to the whole world. 
Brewers, tailors, and various cities in Germany have chosen Saint Boniface as their 
patron.  

We celebrate St. Boniface on the 5th of June.

St. Boniface
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Brendan (484-577) was born in County Kerry, Ireland. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 512 A. D. He had a tremendous love of the sea and is known as Brendan 
the Navigator. Brendan is said to have sailed far and wide to such places as Britain 
and the Canary Islands, Scotland (where he founded a monastery), Wales as well as 
Brittany in France. His travels and adventures were always inspired by his commitment 
to spread the good news of the gospel and to establish monasteries as a way to 
introduce Christianity to distant shores.  

Legend has it that Columbus and other explorers, including John Cabot, used writings 
based upon the voyages of St. Brendan to guide their voyages to the Americas. Many 
medieval manuscripts point to the very real possibility that it was in fact Saint Brendan 
who was the first European to visit North America, some nine hundred years earlier 
than Columbus.  

Brendan’s spirit of adventure in spreading the Good News inspires us at the school 
named in his honour to strive to reach beyond ourselves and to carry the benefits 
of our learning to other people and to other places.  

St. Brendan School took on a new life in 2016, when it consolidated its programs 
with those of St. James and St. Kevin schools. The new building has brought together 

three wonderful school communities, reinvigorating staff and students.

We celebrate St. Brendan on the 16th of May.

St. Brendan
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Catherine of Sienna (1347.1380), the twenty-fifth child of parents who were 
prosperous wool dyers, was an attractive and lively girl. At an early age she decided 
to devote herself to prayer and penance. It is said that when Catherine was six years 
old she saw a vision of Jesus Christ. This experience told her what she should do with 
her life. Catherine decided the best way to serve Christ was by helping others. She 
began to visit prisoners and brought food and clothing to the needy, and continued 
to pray for all God’s people. She had a strong personality and was highly effective at 
helping people resolve conflicts and differences. Once she even scolded the Pope 
for moving from Rome to France to avoid the troubles in Rome. The Pope listened 
to Catherine and returned to Rome.  

As a gift to her followers, Catherine told them to write down what she had learned 
from her relationship with Jesus Christ in prayer. Her insights and wisdom were 
recorded in a book called ‘The Dialogue.’ Catherine has been declared a Doctor of 
the Church which means that her teachings are recognized as especially helpful in 
living a Christian life.  

We celebrate St. Catherine on the 29th of April.

St. Catherine
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Heavenly advocate of music, song, poetry, and composition, Cecilia was born into a 
noble Roman family around 200 A. D. and raised a Christian. She was determined to 
remain a maiden as a way of loving God, so when given in marriage to a youth named 
Valerian, Cecilia beseeched the saints and angels to help her find a way to serve God 
in another way besides marriage. On the day she was to be married, Cecilia sang to 
God in her heart and prayed that her prayer might be answered. Her remarkable 
husband-to-be respected her vow to serve God as an unmarried woman. Impressed 
by her piety, Valerian and his brother were baptized. They were arrested because of 
this, but refused to deny their faith, so they were executed. Cecilia converted four 
hundred persons before she was arrested and condemned to death. During her life, 
she endured many persecutions because of her ardent faith. In the face of these 
difficult trials, she remained steadfast in her faith and died never once forsaking her 
faith in Christ.

St. Cecilia, patron of our school, help us attain a zeal for the faith and purity of heart 
that we may sing forever in the House of the Lord. 

We celebrate St. Cecilia on the 22nd of November.

St. Cecilia
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Charles Borromeo was born into a noble family on October 2, 1538 in a castle in Italy. 
He received a doctor’s degree in law at twenty-one. Pope Pius IV, his uncle, made 
Charles a Cardinal and nominated him to be the Archbishop of Milan when he was 
only twenty-two. Charles became a great reformer and helped the Church during 
the challenges raised by Martin Luther during the Reformation. His great work was 
the direction of the Council of Trent, and the carrying out of its decrees. 

 Charles founded schools for the poor, seminaries for clerics, and, through his 
community of Oblates, trained priests for holiness of life. Charles founded hospitals 
where he himself served the sick. He gave away all his possessions and wore an old 
patched cloak. During the great plague, he personally brought aid to the sick and 
dying. He died in 1583 and was canonized. He was one of the towering figures of the 
Catholic Reformation, a patron of learning and the arts, and, though he achieved a 
position of great power, he used his authority with humility, personal sanctity, and 
unselfishness in bringing about reform within the Church.

We celebrate St. Charles on the 4th of November.

St. Charles
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St. Clare, the great friend of St. Francis of Assisi and founder of the Poor Clare Nuns, 
left her wealthy home at a young age to live a life of poverty. She wanted to serve 
those who lived on the margins of society.  

Clare was a beautiful girl, possessing a good personality and a brilliant mind. She 
was generous to the poor and prayed often. At the age of eighteen, she knew God 
was calling her to lead a life of penance, similar to the Franciscans. She devoted her 
life to God and the Order of Poor Clares was begun. Her life was one of poverty and 
of service to her sisters and to all who came to the monastery seeking prayer and 
counsel. She died in 1253, and was declared a saint in 1255. St. Clare is the patron 
saint of television.  

Clare wished that her sisters remain united with the followers of Saint Francis. Today 
the brothers and sisters from the three Franciscan Orders still draw inspiration from 
the bonds which united Francis and Clare in the thirteenth century. The daily life 
of a Poor Clare combines the joy and simplicity of the Franciscan call within the 
framework of a monastic, contemplative community. 

St. Clare school shares its namesake with Indigenous Elder Ben Calf Robe.

We celebrate St. Clare on the 11th of August.

St. Clare
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St. Clement became the third Pope in the year 91 A. D. He was a disciple of St. Peter 
and St. Paul and one of the earliest Christian writers. A famous letter of his, written 
to the Christians of Corinth, encouraged them to reconcile their differences and live 
in unity and peace. 

St. Clement was born a Roman, but after learning about Jesus, he became a faithful 
follower of Christ and was elected a Bishop by St. Paul. As Pope, Clement served the 
Christian community for nine years. He was martyred for his beliefs in about 100 A. 
D. In a letter to some of his friends, he gave a message that speaks to us even today.  

It is Better To Give Than to Receive
We Should be Thankful for All That We Have Been Given

 Listen Always to the Word of God
Do Not Be Lazy

The Rich Should Help The Poor 
Let us try to follow the message that St. Clement gave to us.  

ST. CLEMENT, PRAY FOR US!  

We celebrate St. Clement on the 23rd of November.
 

St. Clement
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Dominic was born in Italy in 1842. Dominic became a student of John Bosco in a home 
for neglected boys. One of the objectives of the home was to find candidates for the 
priesthood, a call Dominic felt as a young man. Although he was only a boy, Dominic 
lived a very full life dedicated to helping others. He was known for his cheerfulness, 
friendliness, and good advice. At an early age, Dominic organized a group of people 
called the Company of the Immaculate Conception to help John Bosco. Dominic’s 
group was very poor, but they worked tirelessly to help make John Bosco’s work a 
success. At the age of fifteen, Dominic developed tuberculosis, and died.
  
During his life, Dominic wrote letters to his friends about his joy in helping poor and 
homeless children. He described how he and his group carried out their duties in a 
positive manner, and always tried to do their best. Sharing his joy with others was 
a major focus in Dominic’s young life. Pope John XXIII said that Dominic Savio has a 
message for everyone. It applies equally to children, young people and adults. It is 
a message of goodness and simplicity of life.  

Saint Dominic is a model for young people who want to help others.  

We celebrate St. Dominic on the 8th of August.

St. Dominic
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St. Edmund School traces its name back to the first pastor of St. Edmund Parish, 
Father Edmund Gaborit S.C.J. The parish and the school were both named after his 
patron St. Edmund of Abingdon. St. Edmund, the eldest of four children, was born in 
1170, in England. Shortly after his birth, he became extremely sick and was thought 
to have died, however, on being baptised, he immediately recovered. He appeared to 
be an ordinary child except for the fact that he felt drawn to long periods of prayer.  
At the age of twelve, Edmund went to Oxford to study and eventually returned there 
to teach in the areas of mathematics and theology. He received his doctorate and 
was later ordained a priest. In 1234, he was named Archbishop of Canterbury and 
was reputed to be a man of virtuous life who experienced heavenly visitations. His 
uncompromising stand for justice brought him in conflict with King Henry III, and he 
was forced to flee to France where he spent his time writing and preaching. 

Edmund died on November 16, 1240. So many miracles occurred after his death that 
he was proclaimed a saint within six years.  

St. Edmund is a valuable model for our Catholic school because he personifies the 
charisms of intellectual pursuit and spiritual development.  

We celebrate St. Edmund on the 20th of November.

St. Edmund
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St. Elizabeth of Hungary was born over eight hundred years ago. Her mother and 
father were the King and Queen of Hungary. She was a princess and named Elizabeth, 
which means ‘Blessed by God.’ Elizabeth helped her parents and shared with her 
friends.  

When she was fourteen years old, she married a prince named Louis. They became 
the new King and Queen and had three children. The people of Hungary were very 
important to Elizabeth. Every day she visited the poor and brought them food and 
clothes. She brought sick people to her palace and cared for them. Six years after 
they were married a sad thing happened. Louis died in a war far away from home. 
Louis’s brother became the new king. Some people in the palace were jealous of 
Elizabeth. She and her children had to leave in the middle of winter. 

Elizabeth decided to keep on helping the poor. She built a hospital to care for the 
poor, the sick and the people no one else wanted to help. Elizabeth died when she 
was only twenty-four years old. Because she cared for other people her whole life, 
the Catholic Church made her a saint.

We celebrate St. Elizabeth on the 17th of November.

St. Elizabeth
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Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774.1821), was born in New York and in her lifetime was a 
devoted wife, a loving mother, an inspired teacher and the foundress of a religious 
order. Elizabeth Seton was a charming, dignified, cultured and determined woman 
of deep faith and commitment. Born into a life of privilege, she experienced many 
hardships: the deaths of her husband and several of her children and siblings; financial 
ruin; ostracism from her family and friends due to her conversion to Catholicism. 
Despite her personal sufferings, she kept the faith and continually gave of herself 
to others. The founding of Catholic schools for needy girls in Baltimore led to the 
establishment of Catholic parochial schools in the United States.
  
Other women of faith were called to community through Elizabeth’s example and 
work. In 1812, they were formally recognized as the Daughters of Charity of Saint 
Joseph. She was the first North American born saint in the Catholic Church. The St. 
Elizabeth Seton School community is honoured to have this remarkable woman as 
our role model and spiritual guide.  

Our school was named for Elizabeth Seton prior to her canonization in 1975. As part 
of our Jubilee Year celebrations, our school was renamed St. Elizabeth Seton.  

We celebrate St. Elizabeth Seton
on the 4th of January.

St. Elizabeth Seton
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Francis Bernadone was born in 1181 to Pietro and Pica Bernadone in Assisi, Italy. 
Francis’ father was a cloth merchant and the family was well off.  

Francis devoted his life to God and has become known to all the world as Saint Francis 
of Assisi. The many stories told about him illustrate the simple life of a man who 
carried God’s message of love to everyone. Francis founded a religious community of 
men which is now known as the Franciscans. The members of this community own 
nothing. They are called friars. Francis also helped a woman named Clare organize 
a community for women. This community is known as the Poor Clares. Francis, just 
like children, was filled with wonder at all of creation, and children feel a closeness 
to him. They especially appreciate his recognition that animals are God’s creatures, 
too. 

Francis’ message to us at St. Francis of Assisi school is that all of God’s people are 
brothers and sisters. We are invited to include everyone in the membership of the 
family of God.  

We celebrate St. Francis of Assisi
on the 4th of October.

 

St. Francis of Assisi
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Born near Pamplona, Spain, Francis Xavier (1506.1552) was educated at the University 
of Paris. In 1529, while in Paris, he met the Spanish ascetic Ignatius of Loyola. Xavier 
was one of the group that joined Ignatius to found the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits). 
In 1537, the year he was ordained a priest, Xavier became the first Secretary of the 
Society of Jesus.  

Known as the Apostle to the Indies, Xavier began his work in India in 1542. He 
introduced tens of thousands of people to Christ. In 1545, Xavier left India for Malacca. 
Returning to Malacca, he was encouraged to introduce Christianity to Japan and 
China. He died December 3, 1552, and his body is enshrined in the Church of the 
Good Jesus. 

A man of remarkable energy and organizational ability, Xavier ranks among the 
greatest missionaries of all times. Canonized in 1622, he was declared Patron of the 
Orient in 1748, Patron the Faith in 1904, and, with the French nun St. Therese of 
Lisieux, Patron of all Missions in 1927. Navigators, too, honour him as their patron.

We celebrate St. Francis Xavier 
on the 3rd of November.

St. Francis Xavier
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Angels through the centuries have always been God’s way of linking heaven and 
earth. The Angel Gabriel does just that when he appears to Joseph in a dream and 
announces to Mary that she is to be the Mother of God.  

In the Gospel of Luke we read, ‘The angel came to her and said, Peace be with you! 
The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!’ ... and then, ‘The angel said to 
her, ‘Don’t be afraid, Mary: God has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High God. ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ said Mary, ‘may it 
happen to me as you have said.’ And the angel left her. Later, according to tradition, 
it was Gabriel who appeared and announced to the shepherds the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem. In this great event, God took on human flesh like one of us.  

Just like St. Gabriel, we too are to be children of the light and joyful bearers of the 
Good News.  

We celebrate St. Gabriel on the 29th of September.

St. Gabriel
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Gerard Majella was born in Muro, Italy, in 1726, the youngest of five children. His 
father, who was a tailor, died when Gerard was a young boy. Like his father, Gerard 
also became a tailor and dedicated his early life to the support of his poor family.  
As a young man, Gerard became a Redemptorist brother and worked as gardener, 
porter, and tailor, helped out in a hospital and at his community church.  During 
this time, Gerard became known as a ‘wonder.worker’ because so many miraculous 
things happened through his prayers. God seemed to have given him special gifts 
of sensitivity and insight and he was known to have healed many sick and suffering 
people. Because he helped pregnant women, he became known as the patron of 
mothers. His great works of charity also earned him the title of ‘Father of the Poor.’ 

One of Gerard’s greatest virtues was trust, and his favourite saying was, ‘God will 
provide.’  Gerard died of tuberculosis on October 16, 1755 at the young age of twenty-
nine. He kept a small note tacked to his door on which was written ‘The will of God is 
done here, as God wills it, and as long as God wills it.’ Brother Gerard was canonized 
by Pope Pius X on December 11, 1904.  

St. Gerard inspires us with his virtues of faith, trust, and love. He is a model for young 
people, encouraging them to be generous with their time and talents, in service to 
others.  

We celebrate St. Gerard on the 16th of October.

St. Gerard
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Hilda was born (614 A.D.) into royalty but her infancy was filled with tragedy. Yet, 
her mother dreamed about a precious jewel. Hilda’s life was to become that jewel.  
Hilda’s mission began with her baptism at the age of thirteen. Being a Christian 
meant deliverance, hope and joy. Hilda embraced the faith and mysteries of Christ 
and lived a peaceful life for many years as she learned and followed the teachings 
of Christ.  

Beginning in 633 A.D., Christians suffered persecution and death for their faith. Hilda 
spent the following ten years of her life in turbulence. At thirty-three, Hilda went 
to live in a monastery where she learned that inequality and poverty were to be 
addressed by justice, charity and peace. Hilda’s monastery was the model school 
that brought about a strong commitment to the poor. Hilda taught with passion and 
compassion until her death on November 17, 680, her feast day.  

St. Hilda is a great inspiration to our school. She was an exemplary teacher and 
provided an excellent education which accommodated every type of learner. Christ 
was the focal point of her teachings.  The education we at St. Hilda provide our 
students is permeated with the teachings of Christ. Like St. Hilda, our teachers are 
inspired to provide the best education for our students.

We celebrate St. Hilda on the 17th of November.

St. Hilda
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St. Jerome was a priest who is best remembered for studying and translating the 
Bible from its original texts of Hebrew and Greek into Latin. Latin was a more widely 
used language at the time and the translation meant more people could read and 
experience the Bible. He helped many people come to a better understanding of 
scripture. He said, ‘Not to know the scriptures is not to know Christ.’ 
 
St. Jerome lived from 331 to 420 A. D. He was born in northern Italy and studied 
in Rome. Jerome was an expert in Greek, Latin and Hebrew. He traveled and set 
up communities around Bethlehem and helped Christians who were fleeing from 
attacks by persecutors. In 374, Jerome had a dream that Jesus was judging him. In 
response, Jerome fled to the desert where he prayed and fasted. One day he heard 
the sounds of an animal in pain. Following the sounds, he found a lion with a thorn 
in its paw. As he approached the lion it remained calm. Jerome carefully took the 
thorn out and the lion remained faithful to him from that day on.  

In pictures of Jerome, artists often include the lion as an important symbol. He is 
remembered for his diligent service as a scholar.  

We celebrate St. Jerome on the 30th of September.

St. Jerome
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Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was born in the small village of Sotto il Monte in Italy, on November 25, 1881. 
He was the fourth of fourteen children born to poor parents who made their living by sharecropping. In 
1901, he graduated from university with a Doctorate in Theology, and was ordained a priest thereafter. 

Pope John XXIII was a very popular Pope who headed the Catholic Church from 1958 to 1963. He was 
elected Pope at the age of 77 after eleven ballots, and took the name of Pope John XXIII. Because of his 
advanced age at the time of election, he was simply expected to be a caretaker Pope. However, he ushered 
in a new era in the history of the Catholic Church by changing the culture in the Vatican. On Christmas, 
1958, he resumed the papal practice of making visits to the community within the official Diocese of 
Rome. He visited the sick, the poor, and prisoners. He apologized for episodes of anti-Semitism within 
the Church carried on by some of his predecessors. Perhaps his most influential decision was the call for 
an ecumenical council, which would be known as Vatican II. As a result of this council, many practices of 
the classical Church would be altered with a new emphasis on ecumenism and a new liturgy. Even though 
he did not live to see it to completion, his efforts for initiating the council were much appreciated. 

Before becoming Pope he had served in various positions in the Church including the Papal Nuncio in 
France, Bulgaria, and Greece. He had also served in the Royal Italian Army during the World War I as a 
Sergeant, stretcher-bearer and Chaplain. While serving as the Apostolic Delegate to Turkey and Greece, 
he used his position to help save thousands of Jewish refugees in Europe. He was the Apostolic Nuncio 
to France during the World War II and he made various efforts during the Holocaust to save Jewish refugees from the Nazis. He also wrote several 
encyclicals, the most important one being ‘Pacem in Terris’.

On June 3, 1963, Pope John XXIII died in his bed at age 81.

Pope John XXIII was canonized in 2014, at a ceremony presided over by both Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Pope Francis.

We celebrate St. John XXIII on the 11th of October.

St John XXIII
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John Bosco was born in Italy in 1815. Poverty and a lack of formal education did not 
stop John from developing his talents. As a youngster, he was known and respected 
as the town’s acrobat and juggler. Many people would assemble to witness his tricks. 
What was amazing is the fact that before any performance, he would ask his audience 
to join him in prayer.  

At the age of twenty-six, John was ordained priest. He was now ready to make his 
contribution toward the poor and homeless, committing his work and style of living 
to the building up of people. His ministry forced him to beg for jobs for the boys he 
was helping. He visited private homes, taught night classes, heard confessions, and 
celebrated the Eucharist. Most of all, he helped what today we call ‘young offenders’ 
by providing food and shelter, education and training. He founded the Daughters of 
Mary, Help of Christians, and the Salesians.  

The Church has named him the Universal Patron of Youth, and therefore we hope to 
draw on the vision of this great saint as we work together in our school community.  

We celebrate St. John Bosco on the 31st of January.

St. John Bosco
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St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus, was a carpenter and a 
descendant of King David. He was a compassionate, caring man, devoted to Mary 
and the child Jesus. Joseph was a man of faith, obedient to whatever God asked of 
him. St. Joseph is the patron of the dying, the Universal Church, fathers, carpenters, 
social justice, and is the patron saint of Edmonton and of Canada. His two feast days 
are March 19, Joseph the Husband of Mary, and May 1, Joseph the Worker. Scripture 
identifies him as ‘a righteous man’ (Matthew 1:18).  

For St. Joseph High School, our patron saint is a model to the whole community of 
students and staff. His faith, work ethic, and devotion to Jesus and Mary are reflected 
in our school motto, ‘Palma non sine pulvere’, no progress without effort. St. Joseph 
inspires us to offer programs that meet a variety of student needs and create an 
atmosphere that celebrates our faith. The environment at St. Joe’s permeates with 
a commitment of loving respect and sense of mission to those whom we serve.  

We celebrate St. Joseph, husband of Mary 
on the 19th of March, and St. Joseph, the worker 

on the 1st of May.

St. Joseph
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St. Justin was born in Samaria around 100 A. D. and died in 165 A. D. Justin was a 
layman and one of the first great Christian philosophers. One day, he engaged in a 
discussion with an impressive looking old man who told Justin of a philosophy nobler 
and more fulfilling than any he had yet studied; one that had been revealed by God 
to the Hebrew prophets and told about Jesus Christ. Justin was inspired to study the 
Scriptures and to learn about Christianity. He was baptized a Christian at the age of 
30.  

Justin’s teaching and writing describes the faith of early Christians and what took 
place at their gatherings. These descriptions reveal that today’s Mass reflects how 
the early Christians celebrated the Eucharist. He travelled much and loved to engage 
in conversation with people who were not Christians. He was continually persecuted 
for his beliefs. In Rome, he opened a Christian school and was arrested for his beliefs. 
When asked to deny his faith, Justin replied, ‘No right-minded person forsakes truth 
for falsehood.’ He was sentenced to death.  

Our school motto is ‘Faith in Education’. St. Justin believed that authentic Christian 
education must be an expression of Christian faith in every aspect of the learning 
environment. 

We celebrate St. Justin on the 1st of June.

St. Justin
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Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680) was born to a Christian Algonquin mother and a 
Mohawk father who both died when Kateri was only four years old. Kateri was raised 
by an uncle. When Kateri was eleven, a group of Jesuit priests (called ‘Blackrobes’ 
by the Aboriginal people) visited her village and Kateri was baptized and moved to 
a Christian settlement near Montreal where she taught children and cared for the 
sick and aged. She became known for her remarkable acts of penance and prayer. 
Her own health began to fail and she died in 1680 at the age of twenty-four. 

Because she practiced, to such an extraordinary degree, traditional virtues of prayer, 
fasting and acts of mercy and generosity, it was not long before word of her life spread 
far and wide. Kateri was beatified, a preliminary step towards being declared a saint, 
in 1980. She is the first North American and first American lay person to receive this 
recognition.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on Oct. 21, 2012. She is 
the patroness of ecology and the environment, people in exile and Native Americans.

We celebrate St. Kateri on the 14th of July.

St. Kateri
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St. Leo the Great was born in Tuscany, Italy. As a young priest, he demonstrated 
an exceptional ability in settling disputes among individuals and groups. He was 
consecrated as Pope on September 29, 440 A. D., at which time he showed himself 
to be an exceptional spiritual leader. Due to his intervention, the authority of the 
Pope as the Bishop of Rome was recognized by rulers of neighboring countries.

Historical treatises praise him very highly for his efforts in responding to the barbarian 
invasions during the fifth century. His encounter and subsequent success in persuading 
Attila the Hun and the Vandals under Genseric to turn back at the gates of Rome 
remains an historical memorial to his great eloquence. It was characteristic of him 
to trust God even in the most difficult moments. 

During his twenty-one years as Pope, he won the love and admiration of rich and 
poor people alike. Pope Leo believed in the value of a fine education. He died on 
November 10, 461 A. D. leaving many sermons, letters and writings of great historical 
value. These are preserved in the Vatican Library. 

We celebrate St. Leo on the 10th of November. 
 

St. Leo
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St. Lucy was born in Sicily around the year 300. She was the daughter of noble, 
wealthy parents and was raised a Christian. Being a Christian during this time was 
illegal and therefore very dangerous. When Lucy was very young, she decided to 
dedicate her life to Jesus. She also decided not to marry or have children. This was 
highly unusual, for at this time in history, it was expected that girls would marry and 
raise families.  

A young nobleman wanted to marry Lucy, and when she refused, because she wanted 
to dedicate her life to Christ, he became very angry. He accused her of being Christian 
and had her thrown into prison. During her time in prison, where she eventually 
died, she was cruelly tortured and even blinded.  

St. Lucy was one of the most popular saints of the Middle Ages and is the patron saint 
of many groups, including glaziers, notaries, peddlers, saddlers, serving girls, scribes, 
tailors, and weavers. People pray to St. Lucy to ask for her help against blindness, 
eye diseases, fire, infection, hemorrhage, and sore throat. She was patron to protect 
against diseases of the eyes because her name means ‘light.’  

We celebrate St. Lucy on the 13th of December.
 

St. Lucy
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Margaret Mary Alacoque was a French Roman Catholic nun and mystic, who is particularly 
associated with the veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Born into an educated family, 
Margaret was sent to the Poor Clares School at the age of eight. As a child, she developed 
rheumatic fever and was bedridden for five years, which spurred her devotion to Christ.  Upon 
her recovery at the age of 15, she refused marriage and instead entered a convent of the Sisters 
of the Visitation in 1671.  She was professed into their community the following year.

 From the age of twenty, Margaret received visions of Christ, and in 1673 she began a series of 
revelations. In them, Christ informed her of her purpose; to be his instrument and to spread 
the devotion of the Sacred Heart. These devotionals would be known as the Nine Fridays and 
the Holy Hour, and the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus would be established.

At first rebuffed by her superiors, she eventually won them after obtaining the support of 
several members of the community, including Blessed Claude La Colombiere, the community’s 
Confessor for a time, who declared that the visions were genuine. She later became Novice 
Mistress, and saw the convent observe the Feast of the Sacred Heart privately beginning in 
1686. Two years later, a chapel was built at the Paray-le-Monial to honor the Sacred Heart; soon 
observation of the Feast of the Sacred Heart spread to other Visitation convents. Margaret Mary 
died at the Paray-le-Monial on October 17, and was canonized in 1920. She, St. John Eudes, 
and Blessed Claude La Colombiere are called the “Saints of the Sacred Heart”; the devotion 
was officially recognized and approved by Pope Clement XIII in 1765, seventy-five years after 
her death. 

St Margaret School re-opened in September 2017, as the Centre for Diverse Learning

We celebrate St. Margaret on the 16th of October.

St. Margaret
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Maria Goretti (1890-1902) was the daughter of a farm couple. Even as a young girl, 
she showed signs of holiness and was well known for her cheerful unselfishness and 
religious disposition. One day, an eighteen year old neighbour, Alexander Serenelli, 
attacked Maria when they were working together. She was taken to the hospital, 
but it was clear she would not live. In her last hours she forgave her murderer. She 
died within a day of the attack. Alexander was sentenced to thirty years of penal 
servitude and for eight years was unrepentant. One night he had a dream in which 
Maria gathered flowers and offered them to him, and he experienced a change 
of heart. He served twenty-seven years, and his first act as a free man was to beg 
forgiveness from Maria’s mother. On Christmas Day, 1937, Alexander and Maria’s 
widowed mother received Communion side by side. He has been cited as an example 
by those who advocate for the abolition of the death penalty.  

In 1950, she was canonized by Pope Pius XII, who appeared on the balcony of St. 
Peter’s with Maria’s mother and her murderer in front of the largest crowd ever 
gathered for a canonization. 

Maria Goretti is the patron saint of teenagers, particularly girls. 

We celebrate St. Maria Goretti on the 6th of July.

St. Maria Goretti
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Most of what we know about Saint Mark comes from the New Testament. Saint Mark 
was the cousin of Barnabas and the son of Mary of Jerusalem, at whose house the 
apostles stayed on their frequent visits to Jerusalem. Saint Mark accompanied Paul 
and Barnabas to Antioch. He was the first Bishop of Alexandria and is the author of 
the first Gospel which is based on the teaching of Peter. This Gospel was written in 
Greek for the Gentile converts to Christianity.  

In art, Saint Mark is often symbolized by a lion visible on the scroll in his left hand. 
His right hand is raised in the gesture of blessing, the fingers forming the monogram 
of Christ (IC XC). The lion represents Saint Mark because his Gospel begins with John 
the Baptist, ‘the voice of one crying in the desert.’  

Saint Mark inspires all of us in the school community that bears his name to live lives 
that reflect gospel values and contribute to the community in ways that bring to life 
the virtues taught by Jesus Christ.  

We celebrate St. Mark on the 25th of April.

St. Mark
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Saint Martha lived in Bethany, a small town near Jerusalem. When Jesus preached 
in Judea he would often visit the home of Martha and her sister, Mary. Many believe 
Martha may have been the elder in the family, as she directed the household duties 
and made sure Jesus and other guests were comfortable. Martha’s faith never 
wavered as she went out to meet Jesus on the road after the death of her brother 
Lazarus. She still believed that Jesus could bring him back to life and that God would 
grant Jesus whatever He asked. Jesus said to Martha ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; whoever lives and believes in me will live and never die. Do you believe this?’ 
Martha in the ultimate act of faith replied, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ According to legend, after Jesus’ death, Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus continued to tell others about the words and powers of Jesus. 
Martha is the patroness of housewives, innkeepers, waiters and cooks. 

As we welcome all children to St. Martha School, the spirit of Saint Martha lives on 
as our motto states ‘to nurture their spirits, fill their hearts and inform their minds.’  

We celebrate St. Martha on the 29th of July.

St. Martha
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Martin de Porres Velázquez, O.P. was born at Lima, Peru, in 1579. His father was 
a Spanish gentleman and his mother a freed-woman from Panama. When Martin 
was fifteen, he began working with the Dominicans as a lay helper and, eventually 
became a professed Lay Brother. He tended to the sick in the Monastery infirmary 
and was also responsible for the daily distribution of food to the needy in the town. 
Martin’s love was all-embracing. He was noted for his work on behalf of the poor, 
establishing an orphanage, a children’s hospital, as well as maintaining a cat and dog 
hospital at his sister’s house. 

Martin was a very spiritual man, spending time in prayer. Martin’s renown grew 
and people outside of Lima – commoners and ecclesiastics – began coming to him 
for spiritual counseling, material aid, prayers and cures. Yet, because of his social 
station as a person of mixed blood, there were many times when he was ridiculed 
and debased. But Martin never retaliated. All of the insults and denigration aimed 
toward him were offered to God as sacrifice. 

Martin died on November 3, 1639. On May 6, 1962, three hundred and twenty-three 
years after Martin’s death, Pope John XXIII canonized St. Martin de Porres in Rome. 

We celebrate St. Martin on the 11th of November.

St. Martin
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God chose a young girl named Mary to be the Mother of Jesus Christ. As the Mother 
of God, Mary is our mother, too, and our inspiration. She helps us to know God better. 
Mary will always bring Christ into our lives and we know that we can go to her any 
time for support. Mary is a model of faith and a companion for all believers. She said 
‘Yes’ to the Annunciation by the Angel Gabriel without hesitation. She was a faithful 
servant even to the death of her son on the cross. Mary accompanies us on our faith 
journey and guides us in all experiences of light and darkness. 

At Saint Mary School we strive to be like Mary in our faith and we place our trust in 
her. We are inspired to learn and serve one another through her example, glorifying 
God and rejoicing in the gifts God has given us.  

The current St Mary school in Riverbend is the third of its name in our school district. 
The two previous schools of that name closed in 1953 and 1984.

We celebrate St. Mary on the 1st of January.

St. Mary
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St. Matthew was born in Galilee and was employed as a tax collector for the Romans. 
The Romans were occupying the country during Jesus’ time. Because of his connection 
to the Roman occupation, Matthew was despised by the people. 

Matthew was sitting in his tax collection booth when Jesus said to him, ‘Come follow 
me.’ Matthew left all his wealth and devoted his entire life to following Jesus and 
preaching the faith. He wrote his gospel at the request of new Christians so that they 
and all the faithful would have a story of Jesus’ life that explained the teachings about 
the reign of God in the light of the prophecies in the Old Testament. He answered the 
call when Jesus asked Matthew to follow him. Students, staff and parents/guardians 
are also asked to live according to the message and teachings of the gospel.

By following the teachings of Jesus Christ, we at Saint Matthew school spread the 
Good News of the Gospel and build a community that reflects gospel values. Our 
motto, ‘Together Toward Tomorrow’ incorporates the theme of all working together 
for the glory of God. 

We celebrate St. Matthew on the 21st of September.
  

St. Matthew
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Monica (born around 331, in North Africa; died 387, in Italy) married a man named 
Patricius, who had an uncontrollable temper. Over time, her meekness, humility 
and prayers transformed Patricius, who became a catechumen. The formerly formal 
relationship of the couple developed into a warm, spiritual devotion.  

When she was widowed at the age of forty, Monica vowed to belong wholly to 
God, renounced all worldly pleasures, and ministered to the poor and orphaned, 
while still fulfilling her duties, as a mother to her son, Augustine, who was leading 
a very bad life. Monica kept praying for her son’s conversion for seventeen years. 
Augustine attributed his conversion primarily to her. He was baptized on Holy 
Saturday, 387. Monica’s faith nurtured the Catholic Church’s keenest philosopher, 
most comprehensive theologian, most persuasive apologist, and most far-seeing 
moralist, a wise administrator, a powerful preacher, and a penetrating mystic: Saint 
Augustine.  

In art, Saint Monica is portrayed in widow’s reeds or a nun’s habit in scenes with her 
son Augustine. She is venerated at Ostia, Italy, and in all Augustinian houses. She is 
the patron saint of married women and mothers.  

Saint Monica’s deep faith and commitment to purpose inspires our school community 
to emulate her devotion to marginalized and wayward people.  

We celebrate St. Monica on the 27th of August.

St. Monica
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Little is known about his life, but St. Nicholas, who lived in the fourth century, has 
become the patron of Russia and Greece as well as patron of children and sailors. His 
feast day is an occasion of ardent celebration in many parts of the globe. Nicholas 
was dedicated to helping people in his hometown while he was still a young man. 
He would have preferred to become a hermit, but God called him to another way of 
life in service to people as Bishop of Myra.  

There is a tradition that before he was ordained Bishop, he had a dream in which 
Jesus handed him the Holy Gospel and the Virgin Mary handed him the Bishop’s 
stole. 

Nicholas is well noted for his works of love. In many countries, local folklore has 
made St. Nicholas into the secret giver of presents for children. In English-speaking 
countries his name was changed from Saint Nicholas into Santa Claus. It is appropriate 
to remember him not only as the jolly source of toys and treats but also as the 
protector of those whose lives and innocence remain threatened today, as they were 
in the time of St. Nicholas, by violence, poverty, and exploitation.  

We celebrate St. Nicholas on the 6th of December.

St. Nicholas
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Saint Paul, first known as Saul, was born of Jewish parents in Tarsus. Educated 
in Jerusalem, he became a strong opponent to the Christian movement and was 
instrumental in having many Christians arrested and put to death.  

On his way to Damascus, he was knocked to the ground, struck blind by a heavenly 
light, and given the message from God that in persecuting Christians, he was 
persecuting Christ. This experience had a profound spiritual effect on him, causing 
his conversion to Christianity. He was baptized, changed his name to Paul and began 
traveling and preaching.  

After Paul’s conversion, he devoted his life to bringing God’s message to the people. 
He traveled extensively, endured great hardships and worked tirelessly to establish 
new communities of Christians. 

There has never been a greater preacher and missionary than Paul. He taught us that 
there are many gifts, but always the same Spirit. God is in all people even though 
God works in different ways. Some people teach, some work miracles. All gifts are 
from the same Spirit.  

Go on living according to the gifts given to you by God. It is love that you should strive for. 
Set your hearts on spiritual gifts, especially the gift of proclaiming God’s message. 

~ I Corinthians ~

We celebrate the conversion of St. Paul 
on the 25th of January.

St. Paul
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St. Philip was born in Galilee in the first century and was probably a disciple of John 
the Baptist. Philip obeyed the call of Jesus and asked Nathaniel his friend to come 
with him. Nathaniel asked his friend, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth.’ Philip 
answered, ‘Come and see!’ (John 1:43.46.) Jesus loved Philip. Philip was enthusiastic 
and loved people. He came to realize that God was the source of all power. He was 
very involved in helping Jesus. 

Philip is mentioned as being present at the miracle of the loaves and fishes. He was 
crucified like Jesus and became a martyr. The importance of his life is reflected in his 
acceptance of Jesus’ call. Jesus said, ‘Come follow me.’ He was a very human person 
and understood that everything and everyone is a gift from God. During the last 
Supper, he stopped the Saviour and asked: ‘Lord show us the Father, and that will 
be enough for us.’ Jesus answered: ‘Philip, he who sees me sees the Father also.’ He 
became an important witness to the Church.  

We at St. Philip School try to follow Jesus, as did St. Philip, the apostle.  

We celebrate St. Philip on the 3rd of May.

St. Philip
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Guiseppi Sarto was born in 1835 in Riese, Italy and was ordained to the priesthood 
at twenty-three. He served as a pastor for seventeen years, which gave Father Sarto 
a special insight into the Church and its role among ordinary people.  

In 1884 he was ordained Bishop and later was given the rank of Cardinal and made the 
Archbishop of Venice. He was noted for ‘Angelic Kindness’ as he respected the rights 
of individuals and never showed impatience or anger, even in the face of stubborn 
resistance. Cardinal Sarto was elected Pope in 1903 and took the name Pius X. As 
Pope, he led the Church through difficult times and changing political landscapes.  

He is remembered for revising the laws of the Church and regulating the liturgy. He 
laboured for the renovation of the Christian spirit in keeping with his motto, ‘To restore 
all things in Christ.’ Pope Pius X was devoted to the Holy Eucharist. He believed that 
people should be allowed to receive Communion daily. He lowered the age for First 
Holy Communion. Because of Pope Pius X, everyone can receive Holy Communion 
daily. He died in 1914 and was canonized as a saint in 1954. 

 
We celebrate St. Pius X on the 21st of August.

St. Pius X
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St. Richard of Chichester was born in Worcestershire, England in 1197. He was 
educated at Oxford. He became a priest and was elected Bishop of Chichester in 
1245.  

The remaining years of Richard’s life were spent in ministering to his people. Young 
and old loved St. Richard. As a priest and as a bishop, St. Richard performed each 
duty of his role without a thought to his own interests. He died at the age of fifty-five 
at a home for poor priests in Dover, England while preaching a crusade. St. Richard 
was canonized in 1262.  

It is to St. Richard of Chichester that we owe the prayer: 

Thanks be to Thee my Lord Jesus Christ
For all the benefits which Thou hast given me;

For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me.
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,

May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,

And follow Thee more nearly.

We celebrate St. Richard on the 21st of September.

St. Richard

Holy IsThy Name    -   PAGE 90



St. Rose was born at Lima, Peru in 1586. Noted for her beauty, she resisted her 
parents’ efforts to have her marry and was attracted instead to a life of prayer and 
reflection in religious life. She entered the Third Order of St. Dominic at the age of 
twenty. 
 
When her parents fell on hard times, Rose worked in the garden to help them. Rose 
also cared for poor children, slaves, Indians and elderly people in an infirmary she set 
up in her family home. This is considered to be the beginning of social services for 
the poor in Peru. Stories of her holiness spread, and her garden became the spiritual 
centre of the city. When earthquakes struck nearby, her prayers were credited with 
sparing Lima. She was canonized in 1671, and thus became the first saint of the New 
World. 

She is the patroness of South America.  

We celebrate St. Rose on the 23rd of August.

St. Rose
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Stanislaus was born in 1550 to a noble Polish family. At fourteen he studied at the 
Jesuit College in Vienna. Though Stanislaus was bright and kind, his brothers often 
mistreated him. Despite these difficulties, Stanislaus chose to be forgiving. 

When Stanislaus became very ill, he had a vision in which two angels brought him 
Communion. The Blessed Virgin Mary cured him and asked him to become a priest 
with the Society of Jesus. Because of this, Stanislaus had to leave Vienna, because his 
father did not want him to become a priest. In Rome, Stanislaus lived for ten months 
as a novice. A priest said to him: ‘Stanislaus, you love Our Lady very much.’ ‘Yes,’ he 
replied. ‘She is my Mother!’ And then he said: ‘The Mother of God is my Mother.’

Stanislaus died on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1568 at 
the age of seventeen. His example teaches young people to love Jesus and Mary.  

We celebrate St. Stanislaus on the 13th of November.

St. Stanislaus
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Born in Ávila, Spain, on March 28, 1515, Teresa was one of ten children. When Teresa 
was fifteen, her mother died and Teresa was entrusted to the care of Augustinian 
nuns. After reading the letters of St. Jerome, Teresa decided to enter the religious life. 
In 1535, she joined the Carmelite Order and spent a number of years in the convent, 
where she suffered from a severe illness that left her legs paralyzed for three years. 
The experience of a vision of ‘the sorely wounded Christ’ changed her life forever.  

Teresa began to focus more sharply on Christ’s passion. Inspired by her visions, 
she began to reform her religious order. Teresa was determined to restore a more 
ancient type of Carmelite. From 1560 until her death, Teresa struggled to establish 
and broaden the movement of Discalced (or shoeless) Carmelites. Teresa died in 
1582, leaving a significant legacy of writings which represent important benchmarks 
in the history of Christian mysticism. These works include the Way of Perfection, 
Meditations on the Canticle and the Interior Castle.

We endeavor to ‘come and grow each day’ at St. Teresa School and imitate the passion 
with which St. Teresa lived her life. 

We celebrate St. Teresa on the 15th of October.

St. Teresa
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St. Teresa of Calcutta died on September 6, 1997 at the age of eighty-seven in India. 
Known worldwide as ‘Mother Teresa,’ she was one of the most charitable women in 
history. Her loss is felt keenly by those who benefited from her most...the poor and 
the ill.  

Born in 1910 in the former Yugoslavia, she left a prosperous life to serve the poor of 
Calcutta, India. For her first nineteen years there, Teresa taught within the walls of a 
convent. She then became convinced that God had sent her to go out and minister 
to the city’s poor. In 1948, wearing a sari and carrying five rupees in her pocket, 
Teresa left the convent to live ‘as an Indian among Indians.’ To the sick, for whom 
she found food and medicine, Mother Teresa was a blessing; to others, she was a 
threat. Hindus were opposed to her plan to open a home for the dying in a former 
temple. Mother Teresa pacified them by sprinkling water from the Ganges River on 
a dying man’s lips...an ancient Hindu rite. 

In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for upholding the sacredness and 
dignity of every human being. She had prayed with Popes, presidents, princes, and 
princesses. Throughout her life, she was sustained by a deep prayer life and devotion 
to daily Eucharist.  

St. Teresa of Calcutta was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4th, 2016.

We celebrate St. Teresa of Calcutta 
on the 4th of September.

St. Teresa of calcutta
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St. Thomas d’Aquin was born in 1225 in the castle of Roccasecca, near Aquino, Italy, from which he takes his 
name.  He was a great theologian and a Doctor of the Church; yet, on several occasions, he was referred to by his 
teachers as “the dumb ox”, largely because of his reticence. 

St. Thomas was educated in the Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino from 1230-1239. He later joined (quite 
against his parents’ will) the order of preachers called the Dominicans. His parents wanted him to stay at Monte 
Cassino with a religious order that was powerful and influential. He chose this humbler path befitting his Christian 
vision. 

He studied in Paris with the great teacher Albertus Magnus and he was ordained a priest in 1250. Later, he became 
a Master of Theology at the University of Paris. Most of his writing was done in the last twenty years of his life. 
These writings included commentaries on the philosophical writings of Aristotle, on contemporaries like Peter 
Lombard and Bosthius, and on the great mystic Dionysius. He wrote a manual on Christian belief called Summa 
Contra Gentiles, and Summa Theologica. 

Thomas bequeathed to us a love of learning and a desire for God; a spirit of simplicity and cohesiveness in striving 
to understand human experience and the world; and, an openness to all science, to nature and to the full flower 
of human culture. He was in every sense a man of Catholic interests, seeing all that is best in human culture as a 
gift from God. His life an vision were recognized by the Church as important for us all when he was canonized in 
1352. Pius declared him a Doctor of the Church in 1567, and the universal patron of schools, universities and colleges.

St.Thomas d’Aquin’s life may be considered a source of inspiration to teachers as well as students, including those who remain somewhat quiet 
and those whose gifts have yet to be discovered.

St Thomas Aquinas school will have its official opening on the 12th of October 2017.
It is the second school of its name in our school district, the first having opened in 1949 and closed in 1990.

We celebrate St. Thomas Aquinas on the 28th of January.

St. Thomas Aquinas
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St. Thomas More was an English statesman and writer who was martyred because he 
refused to compromise his beliefs. Thomas More was one of King Henry VIII’s most 
trusted advisors. In fact, he was the first layman to be named Lord Chancellor. His 
fortunes changed, however, when he refused to support King Henry’s request for a 
divorce from Catherine of Aragon. More resigned from the Chancellorship in 1532 
and withdrew from public life. In 1534, he was imprisoned and charged with treason 
because he refused to take an Oath of Supremacy that would recognize the King as 
the final authority over the Church in England. Because of this, he was decapitated 
in 1535. His final words were: ‘The King’s good servant, but God’s First.’ 

More was beatified in 1886 and canonized by the Catholic Church as a saint by Pope 
Pius XI in 1935. On October 31, 2000, Pope John Paul II named St. Thomas More the 
patron saint of politicians. More’s example of a pious Christian who refused to betray 
his conscience, even at the cost of his life, is an inspiration for everyone.  

We celebrate St. Thomas More on the 22nd of June.

St. Thomas More
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At St. Timothy Elementary School, we are inspired to grow in friendship and faith as 
modeled by the story of Timothy. He witnessed the first preaching of the Gospel in 
Europe and was a very good friend of St. Paul. His story is found in the Acts of the 
Apostles and in the Epistles.  

Paul trusted Timothy greatly and would invite him to watch over Christian communities 
in Europe. These communities were like new seedlings that needed a great deal of 
care and attention. Paul and Timothy spoke of Jesus’ message of love, hope and 
new life to many peoples. This is how they lovingly planted the seeds of faith into 
everyone’s hearts. Timothy would travel great distances to plant this ‘good news’ 
message in the hearts of those he met. Often, he would stay to help the newly planted 
faith grow and flourish in Christian friendship. 
 
The example that St. Timothy inspires us to is the friendship that he shared with Paul 
and with our Risen Lord. As Timothy and Paul became models for Christian friendship 
they were able to show others what it looked like to share in God’s love guided by 
the story of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

We celebrate St. Timothy on the 26th of January.

St. timothy
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Vincent was born in France in 1580. His family was very poor and they made many 
sacrifices so that he could go to school and later study to become a priest.  

While on a trip, pirates captured the boat on which he was traveling and Vincent was 
sold as a slave. After escaping, he vowed to help people everywhere who suffered 
as the slaves had. He remembered Jesus’ words: ‘Whatever you do to the poorest 
of my brothers and sisters, you do to me. ‘ Vincent went to work in a parish where 
there were many poor and sick people who needed help. After a time, rich people 
saw the good he was doing and began to help by sending money. Young women came 
to care for the sick and for homeless children. On his deathbed, when told that God 
would be pleased with the good deeds he had done, Vincent said one word, ‘More’, 
meaning that to love as Jesus asks us to love is always to do ‘more’.  
Today, St. Vincent serves as an inspiration to many people in our community as well 
as to us at St. Vincent School. He inspires us to do ‘More ‘ for those in need.  

St. Vincent is the second school of its name in our District, the first being St Vincent 
Commercial School, which provided clerical and office training to secondary students. 
It operated from 1925 until the 1940s.

We celebrate St. Vincent on the 27th of September.

St. Vincent
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Just as Saul, the persecutor of Christians, became Paul the apostle, so also Prince 
Vladimir became the zealous Christian upon his conversion. He invited all his people 
to be baptized in the waters of the Dnieper River in 989 A. D. Vladimir set about on 
the work of building churches. He established schools where the Christian faith could 
be taught. Bishops and priests went out spreading the gospel into the far reaches of 
Slav territory. The rich Byzantine culture came to bring new life to the Slavs.

Prince Vladimir died July 15, 1015 A. D., and the people mourned their beloved 
monarch. He came to be known in the Church as the ‘equal of the apostles.’ He is 
referred to as a second St. Paul. In his search for truth, he found the pearl of great 
price, Jesus Christ. 

 Saint Vladimir ranks with the greatest of missionaries who have gone ‘to teach all 
nations.’ We are honoured to learn in a school named for such a great missionary. 

We celebrate St. Vladimir on the 15th of July.

St. Vladimir
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Sir John Thompson was born in Halifax on November 10, 1844. In 1882, he became 
premier of Nova Scotia and in 1892, he became Prime Minister of Canada, the second 
Catholic to hold that office. He died suddenly on December 12, 1894 at Windsor 
Castle, a few minutes after having been sworn in by Queen Victoria as a member of 
the Privy Council. 
 
Sir John Thompson proved himself to be exceptionally able and conscientious with 
a reputation for fairness and justice. His passion for these values guided not only his 
ideals but his actions as well. It was this reputation that allowed Sir John Thompson 
to become Prime Minister without any reservations on the part of the members of 
any political party.  

Sir John Thompson’s commitment to fairness and justice reflects our core values, 
and we strive to practice these values on a daily basis at Sir John Thompson Catholic 
Junior High School. 

We celebrate Sir John Thompson 
on the 10th of November

Sir John Thompson
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Sister Annata was born in Middle Lake, Saskatchewan in 1927, the eighth in a family 
of twelve children. Sister Annata always placed a high value on education, starting 
with her own. She held a Bachelor of Arts Degree, a Bachelor of Theology Degree, 
one Master Degree in Educational Administration and another in Theology. She 
became a member of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul (Halifax).

Sister Annata began her teaching career in Nova Scotia and British Columbia, 
where she taught for 10 years. Then, in 1960, Sister Annata came to Edmonton, 
where she served our District as a teacher and administrator for 21 years. She 
was principal at St. Mark, St. Dominic and St. Andrew; Sister Annata was the 
last religious principal in the District. During this time, she was very active in St. 
Andrew’s Parish. After retiring from teaching, Sister Annata began another phase 
of her life as a Pastoral Associate Minister at St. Joseph’s Basilica. She was also 
responsible for Educational and Sacramental programs for school children, and 
school tours of the Basilica.

In spite of all her accomplishments, Sister Annata is best known as a humble 
woman who found the best in each person she met. She lived out her belief that the Holy Spirit is truly alive in every person! The epitome of a truly 
spiritual and devout disciple of Christ, Sister Annata inspired all who knew her to more fully embrace Our Lord.

When our school opened, Sister Annata Brockman had a strong presence within our school environment visiting our classes in our Chapel on 
Wednesday mornings, sharing her faith and building our faith community together. Her loss was deeply felt by all upon her passing in 2016, but her 
wonderful presence and love of Christ continue to inspire and guide us all.

We celebrate Sister Annata Day on the 25th of October.

Sister Annata Brockman
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Other Sites & 
Programs



The Church celebrates the Solemn Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Friday 
after the feast of Corpus Christi. This devotion was and is a way of softening the 
image of God that many people have, that is, God as primarily lawgiver, judge and 
punisher. Devotion to the Sacred Heart says two things at the same time: Jesus is 
indeed fully human (people regard the heart as the seat of human emotions) and 
God is a forgiving God.  

Devotion to the Sacred Heart became popular in the Church as a rejection of a 
theological and spiritual movement that was characterized by moral rigidity and 
pessimism about the human condition. The Sacred Heart is an affirmation of the 
human condition and a reminder that the first task of humans in response to the 
Giver of all good gifts is appreciation and thanksgiving. Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
can foster repentance and hope among people who might otherwise despair of ever 
pleasing God. The Sacred Heart can help us recall the fundamental gospel messages 
of God’s unquenchable love and willingness to forgive.  

The Sacred Heart inspires the people in this building to honour the dedicated efforts 
of people who strive to become fully human by developing their gifts through study, 
prayer and action. 

Sacred Heart Centre is the home of Learning Services - Enhancement, Indigenous 
Learning Services, and the LINC program (Language Instruction for Newcomers)

We celebrate the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the 8th of June.

. 

Sacred Heart 
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St Anthony of Padua lived from 1195 to 1231 He grew up in a wealthy family, who 
wanted him to be a great nobleman, but for the sake of Christ he became a poor 
Franciscan priest. 

When the remains of the first Franciscan martyrs were brought to be buried in his 
church, Anthony was moved to leave his order, enter the Friars Minor, and go to 
Morocco to evangelize. Shipwrecked at Sicily, he joined some other brothers who 
were going to Portiuncula. He lived in a cave at San Paolo leaving only to attend 
Mass and sweep the nearby monastery. One day when a scheduled speaker failed 
to appear, the brothers pressed him into speaking. He impressed them so that he 
was thereafter constantly travelling, evangelizing, preaching, and teaching theology 
through Italy and France.  

A gifted speaker, he attracted crowds everywhere he went, speaking in multiple 
tongues. Legend says that Anthony spoke about Jesus with such power that even 
the animals loved to listen. Anthony is known as a wonder worker. One of the most 
beloved of saints, his images and statues are found everywhere. He was proclaimed 
a Doctor of the Church in 1946, and is popularly regarded as the patron saint of 
people looking for lost articles.

St Anthony Centre serves as a Meeting Centre for the District, and is also home to 
the District Archives and the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation

We celebrate St Anthony on the 13th of June.
. 

St. Anthony 
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’You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church.’  

St. Peter, first known as Simon, was a Galilean fisherman. As a young man, he became 
a dedicated apostle of Jesus during Jesus’ public ministry. He is mentioned many times 
in the Bible. Most notably, he was present at the wedding feast of Cana and witnessed 
the Transfiguration. Jesus named him Cephas, the ‘rock.’ Despite his devotion, Peter 
denied knowing Jesus three times in the palace of Pontius Pilate. It is heartening to 
know that, like us, he possessed human weakness. After Christ’s ascension, Peter 
presided at Jerusalem, becoming head of the apostles. He was the first apostle to 
perform miracles in the name of the Lord. Peter firmly proclaimed that the Good 
News to be preached to all.  

St. Peter became the first Pope, founder of the See of Rome. He was imprisoned in 
the year 43, but escaped, guided by an angel. In the year 64, during the time of Nero, 
Peter was crucified at the foot of Vatican Hill. Feeling unworthy to die as Jesus did, 
Peter asked to be crucified upside down.  

St. Peter is often depicted as an elderly man holding a key and a book symbolizing 
Wisdom, Knowledge and Understanding. 

St Peter Centre is home to Learning Services Innovation.
 

We celebrate St. Peter on the 29th of June.
. 

St. Peter
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One World . . . One Centre, located in the former St. Patrick’s School, is the welcoming 
centre for students and families, newly arrived in Canada that are beginning their 
journey with Edmonton Catholic Schools.  Although officially opened in 2012, the 
concept of creating a wraparound system of support for our ever-increasing number 
of newcomer students and families was initiated years prior.  When the newly arrived 
family enters our Welcome Centre, a process of support that encompasses the entire 
family is initiated; registration assistance, assessment and programming for English 
as a Second Language, resources and parental support in first language, adult ESL 
instruction through LINC (Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada) and many 
others.  

The very meaning of multiculturalism, is symbolized by the hands reaching inward 
seeking support from, and making contributions to, Edmonton Catholic Schools.  

One World . . . One Centre is the perfect name for what is accomplished in this 
welcoming centre . . . a safe, nurturing, caring place where we celebrate being unique 
individuals who build this One World.

One World..One Centre finds its home in the old St Patrick School building.

One World...One centre
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Non-Operational
Schools



ST JOACHIM (R.C. SEPARATE)
The first school in the newly formed Saint Joachim Roman Catholic Separate 
School District #7 was usually called the ‘Separate School’, but it was 
sometimes called the ‘Roman Catholic School’, or on occasion ‘St. Joachim’s’. 
It opened on November 2, 1888 in a building attached to the FCJ (Faithful 
Companions of Jesus) Convent with Mothers Hannah O’Neill, Julia Coughlin 
(Mother Teresa) and Sister Delphine Bouquet as its teaching staff. The 
school was expanded with a second building across the street, and closed 
upon the completion of the Third Street school building in 1907. 
________________________________________

St. Joachim is known as the husband of St. Anne, and father of the Blessed 
Virgin, Mary.  According to legend, after years of childlessness an angel 
appeared to tell Anne and Joachim that they would have a child. Anne 
promised to dedicate this child to God. This child was the Blessed Virgin, 
Mary.
 
It was the parents of Mary who nurtured Mary, taught her, brought her up 
to be a worthy Mother of God. It was their teaching that led her to respond 
to God’s request with faith and their example of parenting that Mary must 
have followed as she brought up her own son, Jesus. It was their faith that 
laid the foundation of courage and strength that allowed her to stand by 
the cross as her son was crucified and still believe.

St. Joachim stands as an example and model for all parents.

Studentas and members of the Roman Catholic community outside of the FCJ convent and 
St Joachim school, c. 1890
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Académie Assomption was a French private girls’ school. The junior and 
senior high sections operated as part of Edmonton Catholic Schools 
for a short time. Académie Assomption closed when J H Picard school 
opened with their French bilingual program in 1972. 
_________________________

The name of this school is derived from the community of sisters who 
operated the convent, boarding house and Académie. The Sisters of 
Assumption (Soeurs de l’assomption de la sainte vierge) were founded 
in 1853 andwere devoted to the celebration of the assumption of the 
Virgin Mary, also known as ‘the Dormition’. In Catholic tradition, the 
Blessed Mary’s whole being, body and soul, was taken into heavenly 
glory upon her death. The Assumption is a major feast day, commonly 
celebrated on 15 August.

ACADÈMIE ASSOMPTION

Collège St. Jean was a private French senior high school for boys. It operated 
as part of Edmonton Catholic Schools for a short time. When J.H. Picard school 
opened in 1972, the college ceased offering senior high programs, and operated 
as a collegiate exclusively.  It was operated by the Oblate order (OMI), and later 
amalgamated into the University of Alberta and the French speaking branch of 
that institution. 

COLLÈGE ST JEAN
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The College was named for St. John the Baptist. St. John was a prophet and 
preacher in Judea in the 1st century AD.  At the age of 30, after a period of 
contemplation in the desert, John began preaching the imminence of God’s 
judgment to small crowds, and eventually gained several disciples and a large 
congregation.  John would baptise his followers in the river Jordan, as a symbol 
of the holy sacrament.  Jesus Christ was among his followers and was baptised 
by him., whereupon the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God was seen like 
a dove. The voice of God spoke, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” John instructed his followers to turn to Christ, calling Him the 
“Lamb of God” and these people were among the first Christians.

Following his baptism of Christ, John’s popularity grew so much that he alarmed 
King Herod. Herod ordered him arrested and imprisoned, after John publicly 
denounced Herod’s marriage to his half-brother’s wife.  As revenge, Herod’s 
daughter called for John the Baptist’s head.  He was killed between 30-33AD.

Cartier - McGee
Cartier-McGee Junior High School opened in 1966, and became the 
junior high section of Louis St. Laurent school when the two buildings 
were joined in the early 1970s.  Cartier-McGee’s junior high program 
was finally absorbed into Louis St. Laurent in 2015. 
                   ________________________________________

The school was named for Georges Étienne Cartier and Thomas D’Arcy 
McGee – two members of ‘the Great Coalition’, and fathers of Canadian 
Confederation.
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Georges Etienne Cartier (1814-1873) 

In 1837 Georges Cartier was directly involved in the Papineau Rebellion, 
which sought to keep French Canada separate and autonomous. 
However, he later changed his philosophy and directed his total effort 
towards a goal of political cooperation between French Canada and 
English Canada, His reward came in 1867 when Quebec decided to join 
the Canadian Confederation. 

Cartier was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Canada in 1848. 
In 1857 he became the leader of the French-Canadian sector of this 
legislature. When the Dominion of Canada was formed in 1867, he 
served as the Minister of Militia and Defense in the federal cabinet 
from until 1872. 

Among Cartier’s other outstanding feats are such things as the 
organization of French civil law, the abolishment of the seigneurial 
system of land ownership in Quebec, the writing of a song which 
almost became Canada’s national anthem, and the promotion of the 
construction of the Railways lines. This latter achievement proved to 
be a victory for Confederation since the presence of the Pacific Railway 
was a strong factor in persuading British Columbia to join the Dominion 
of Canada in 1871

Thomas D’Arcy McGee (1825-1868) 

Thomas D’Arcy McGee was born in Ireland in 1825. One of his main 
goals in life was to obtain more basic rights for the Irish. In 1848 he 

was implicated in the unsuccessful Irish rebellion, which was fought to 
gain Ireland’s autonomy from Britain. However, by 1857 he had become 
a loyal imperialist who had strongly criticized the Irish Fenians who 
tried to obtain Irish independence through extremist methods. It was 
because of this criticism that a Fenian later assassinated him in Ottawa 
in 1868.

Following the rebellion, McGee emigrated to North America where he 
engaged in journalism and continued his great interest in public affairs. 
In 1857, he entered Canadian parliament and began editing ‘THE NEW 
ERA’, a publication which advocated the formation of a Canadian Union. 
During his career in parliament as president of the Council (1862-63 
and later as Minister of Agriculture (1864-67) he strongly promoted a 
Canadian Union through richly eloquent speeches and editorials. 

Father Lacombe
Father Lacombe school was located on the North side and opened in 
1962. After it closed in 1984 it was home to Caritas School for a short 
time.
________________________________________

Father Albert Lacombe was born in Saint-Sulpice, Lower Canada in 1827. 
In June of 1849, at age 22, he was ordained a priest.

In 1852, he travelled as a missionary to the Red River Colony. He then 
proceeded to Fort Edmonton and Lac Ste Anne, where he overwintered 



Little Flower
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with the Cree and Métis. He began his novitiate in the Oblate order in 
1855 under René Rémas and became a member of the congregation on 
28 September 1856. It was also during this time that he began his studies 
of the Cree language, which ultimately led to a translation of the New 
Testament into Cree, as well as a grammar and dictionary of the Cree 
language. 

Lacombe concerned himself during the period from 1853 to 1861 with 
expanding the mission and deepening his ties to the indigenous population, 
eventually travelling as far north as the Lesser Slave Lake in search of 
converts. From 1865 to 1872, he traveled extensively throughout the 
prairies. It was during this time that he brokered a peace between the 
Cree and the Blackfoot.

He became the Vicar of Saint Boniface, Manitoba, in 1879. In 1882, he 
relocated to Calgary following Father Constantine Scollen’s retirement, 
and took over the southern Alberta missions. When the CPR was 
preparing to lay track through Blackfoot territory against their wishes, 
he negotiated an agreement with the Blackfoot leader Crowfoot that 
allowed the railway to pass through Blackfoot land. 
For the remainder of his life, Lacombe played a key role in founding 
schools and supporting Catholic education throughout the West. He died 
in 1916 in Midnapore, Alberta, and his body was interred in the crypt of 
the St.. Albert parish church.

Little Flower School was opened in 1927 and served children from 
grades one through five living in Rosedale Flats. Its first location was 
on 97 Avenue and 101 Street. This school also served as a chapel for 
the sisters. In 1969, the school was moved to 96 Avenue and 102 
Street to clear the path for a new roadway. Sister Mary Cosmas Plue 
and Sister Mary Faustina each taught at Little Flower for twenty-one 
years. School enrolment started to decline with the city’s decision to 
demolish homes in the area and the doors of the school were closed 
in 1971. The original building was moved, and is now used as the 
Rossdale Community Hall.
________________________________________

Marie Françoise-Thérèse Martin (2 January 1873 – 30 September 
1897), was a Roman Catholic French Discalced Carmelite nun who is 
widely venerated in modern times. She is popularly known as “The 
Little Flower of Jesus” or simply “The Little Flower”.

Thérèse has been a highly influential model of sanctity for Catholics 
and for others because of the “simplicity and practicality of her 
approach to the spiritual life”. Together with Saint Francis of Assisi, she 
is one of the most popular saints in the history of the church. Pope 
Pius X called her “the greatest saint of modern times”.

Thérèse felt an early call to religious life, and overcoming various 
obstacles, in 1888 at the early age of 15, she became a nun and joined 
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two of her elder sisters in the cloistered Carmelite community of 
Lisieux, Normandy. After nine years as a Carmelite religious, having 
fulfilled various offices such as sacristan and assistant to the novice 
mistress, and having spent her last eighteen months in Carmel in a 
night of faith, she died at aged 24, following a slow and painful fight 
against tuberculosis.

Maurice Lavallée school opened in 1984, taking over the building 
that had previously been home to J.H. Picard School. It was the first 
publicly funded francophone school program in Alberta.  In 1994, 
the school was moved under the authority of the Conseil Scolaire 
Centre-Nord, the newly formed Francophone school board. It is still 
operational today within that district.
________________________________________

Maurice Lavallée was an educator, a leading member of the French-
Canadian community in Edmonton and a major proponent of 
Francophone education in Alberta. He was born October 31st, 1904 
in Saint-Robert, Quebec.  Maurice began his teaching career in 1927, 
at the Jesuit operated St. Francis Xavier college in Edmonton. He 
taught there only two years, before heading back to Quebec, and 
taking on a new teaching opportunity at the college Jean-de-Brebeuf, 
in Montreal.  During this time, he also pursued courses in Journalism 
at the University of Montreal.  Maurice returned to Edmonton in 
1930, where for 5 years he was the director of the French language 

newspaper ‘La Survivance.’

Maurice found a passionate calling in the promotion of French 
language education in Alberta. His energy and his talents were 
put to good use in his work with the ACFA (Association Canadien 
Francophone de l’Alberta,) a loyal partnership that would go on to last 
40 years. Maurice worked extensively with French language teachers, 
and for 18 years he was the President of the Alberta Association of 
Bilingual teachers.

He was instrumental in starting the first French library in Edmonton, 
which ensured that French-speaking Edmontonians had access to 
French literature, and that schools had access to appropriate teaching 
materials.

Maurice Lavallée died in Edmonton on the 1st of August 1986.

Another school that was part of the Jasper Place Roman Catholic 
Separate School District, this school was opened in 1954 and closed 
in 1984. Notre Dame reopened as a Francophone school in 1990 
and transferred to the Francophone school board in 1994. It is still 
operating in that district.
________________________________________

‘Notre Dame’, directly translated is ‘Our Lady’, another title of the 

Maurice Lavallée

Notre dame
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Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.

Blessed are you among women,
And blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus

Holy May, Mother of God,
Pray for us, sinners,

Now and at the hour of our death.

Amen.

The school opened in 1953 as part of Jasper Place Roman Catholic 
Separate School District. In 1964, the nine schools of Jasper Place 
Catholic Schools amalgamated with Edmonton Catholic Schools. This 
school closed in 1989. 
________________________________________

Our Lady of Fatima is a title of the Blessed Virgin Mary based on 
the famed Marian apparitions reported in 1917 by three shepherd 
children at the Cova da Iria, in Fátima, Portugal. The three children 
were Lúcia Santos and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto.
Beginning in the spring of 1917, the children reported apparitions of 
an Angel, and starting in May of 1917, apparitions of the Virgin Mary, 

who the children described as “the Lady more brilliant than the Sun”. 
The children reported a prophecy that prayer would lead to an end 
to the Great War, and that on October 13 of that year that the Lady 
would reveal her identity and perform a miracle “so that all may 
believe.”  Newspapers reported the prophecies, and many pilgrims 
began visiting the area.

The events of October 13 became known as the Miracle of the Sun.

This school was part of Jasper Place Roman Catholic Separate School 
District. It opened in 1953, and closed in 1983.
________________________________________

Our Lady of Lourdes is a title referring to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
It is venerated in honor of the Marian apparitions that reportedly 
occurred in 1858 in the vicinity of Lourdes in France. The first of these 
is the apparition of 11 February 1858, when 14-year old Bernadette 
Soubirous (later, St. Bernadette) told her mother that a “lady” spoke 
to her in the cave of Massabielle (a mile from the town) while she was 
gathering firewood with her sister and a friend. Similar apparitions of 
the alleged “Lady” were reported on seventeen occasions that year, 
until the climax revelation of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 
took place.

Our Lady of Fatima

Our Lady of Lourdes
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In 18 January 1862, Pope Pius IX authorized the veneration of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Lourdes. The image of Our Lady of Lourdes has 
been widely copied and reproduced in shrines and homes, often in 
garden landscapes. 

This school opened in Allendale, just down the street from St. Agnes 
church, in 1950 with Winnifred McIntyre as principal. It closed in 
1981.  It was used as a school for special needs children for many 
years, before being replaced with a new, purpose build structure.
________________________________________
St.. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD and raised in a wealthy 
Christian family. Her hand in marriage was highly sought after, 
however she had made a promise to God never to stain her purity. Her 
love for the Lord was great and she hated sin even more than death.

Accused by jealous suitors of being a Christian, Agnes was arrested, 
put in chains, and tortured to convince her to renounce her faith - but 
her love for Christ was strong, and she persisted. She was eventually 
condemned to death, but was graceful in the face of her demise, 
refusing others’ pleas to renounce “I would offend my Lord,” she said, 
“if I were to try to please you. He chose me first and He shall have 
me!” Then she prayed and bowed her head for the death-stroke of the 
sword.

She died a virgin-martyr at about the age of 13 on 21 January 304.

Hempbrigg’s School opened in 1919. The principal was Miss Irene 
Fitzgerald, sister of Anne Fitzgerald who would later have a school 
named after her. In 1925, Hempbrigg’s School was renamed St. 
Andrew. The school closed in June 2001.  
________________________________________

St. Andrew, also known as Andrew the Apostle, was a Christian 
Apostle and brother to St. Peter.  

According to the New Testament, Andrew was born in the village 
of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee during the early first century. 
Much like his younger brother, Simon Peter, Andrew was also a 
fisherman. Andrew’s very name means ‘strong’ and he was known 
for having good social skills. In the Gospel of Matthew, it is said 
Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and saw 
Andrew and Simon Peter fishing. It is then he asked the two to 
become disciples and “fishers of men.”

Per Christian tradition, Andrew went on to preach the Good News 
around the shores of the Black Sea and throughout what is now 
Greece and Turkey. Andrew was martyred by crucifixion in Patras. 
He was bound, rather than nailed, to a cross, as is described in the 
Acts of Andrew. He was crucified on a cross form known as “crux 

St. Andrew
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decussata,” which is an X-shaped cross or a “saltire.” Today this is 
commonly referred to as “St. Andrew’s Cross.” It is believed Andrew 
requested to be crucified this way, because he deemed himself 
“unworthy to be crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus.”

This school operated from 1960 to 1984. St. Bede is now home to the 
Genesis program.
________________________________________

Bede the Venerable was born near St. Peter and St. Paul monastery at 
Wearmouth-Jarrow, England. He was sent there when he was three 
and educated by Abbots Benedict Biscop and Ceolfrid. He became 
a monk at the monastery, was ordained when thirty, and except for 
a few brief visits elsewhere, spent all of his life in the monastery, 
devoting himself to the study of Scripture and to teaching and writing. 
He is considered one of the most learned men of his time and a major 
influence on English literature. 

His writings are a veritable summary of the learning of his time and 
include commentaries on the Pentateuch and various other books 
of the Bible, theological and scientific treatises, historical works, 
and biographies. His best-known work is HISTORIA ECCLESIASTICA, a 
history of the English Church and people, which he completed in 731. 
It is an account of Christianity in England up to 729 and is a primary 

source of early English history. Called “the Venerable” to acknowledge 
his wisdom and learning, the title was formalized at the Council of 
Aachen in 853. He was a careful scholar and distinguished stylist, the 
“father” of English history, the first to date events anno domini (A.D.), 
and in 1899, was declared the only English doctor of the Church. He 
died in Wearmouth-Jarrow on May 25. His feast day is May 25th.

This school opened in 1960 and closed in 1979.  
________________________________________

St. Bernard was a 12th Century Abbot, Doctor of the Church, and 
one of the most influential leaders of the Church of his time. Born of 
noble parentage in Burgundy, France, he was sent at an early age to 
a college at Chatillon, where he demonstrated remarkable piety and 
spirit of recollection. He later entered upon the studies of theology 
and Holy Scripture. After the death of his mother, he resolved to 
embrace the newly established and very austere institute of the 
Cistercian Order, which he would go on lead with great distinction. 
He also persuaded his brothers and several of his friends to follow 
his example. In 1113, St. Bernard presented himself to the holy 
Abbot, St. Stephen, at Citeaux. After a novitiate spent in great fervor, 
he made his profession in the following year. His superior, seeing 
the great progress he had made in the spiritual life, sent him with 
twelve monks to found a new monastery, which afterward became 

St. Bernard
St. Bede
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known as the celebrated Abbey of Clairvaux. St. Bernard was at once 
appointed Abbot and began that active life which has rendered him 
the most conspicuous figure in the history of the 12th century. He 
founded numerous other monasteries, composed a number of works 
and undertook many journeys for the honor of God.  His reputation 
spread far and wide; even the Popes were governed by his advice. He 
was commissioned by Pope Eugene III to preach the second Crusade. 
In obedience to the Sovereign Pontiff he traveled through France 
and Germany, and aroused the greatest enthusiasm for the holy war 
among the masses of the population. He died on August 20, 1153. His 
feast day is August 20.

St. Bride School operated from 1961 to 1980.
________________________________________

Saint Brigid of Kildare, also known as St. Bride, (c. 451 – 525) is one 
of Ireland’s patron saints, along with Patrick and Columba. Irish 
hagiography makes her an early Irish Christian nun, abbess, and 
foundress of several monasteries of nuns, including that of Kildare 
in Ireland, which was famous and was revered. Her feast day is 1 
February, which was originally a pagan festival called Imbolc, marking 
the beginning of spring. Her feast day is shared by Dar Lugdach, whom 
tradition says was her student and the woman who succeeded her.

This school operated from 1956 (when Therese Cossitt was principal) 
and closed in 1976.  
________________________________________

St. Dunstan was born of a noble family at Baltonsborough, near 
Glastonbury, England, and was educated there by Irish monks. While 
still a youth, was sent to the court of King Athelstan. He became 
a Benedictine monk about 934 and was ordained by his uncle, St. 
Alphege, Bishop of Winchester, about 939. After a time as a hermit, 
Dunstan was recalled to the royal court by King Edmund, who 
appointed him abbot of Glastonbury Abbey in 943. He developed 
the Abbey into a great center of learning while revitalizing other 
monasteries in the area. He became advisor to King Edred, and began 
a far-reaching reform of all the monasteries in Edred’s realm.

Dunstan also became deeply involved in secular politics and incurred 
the enmity of the West Saxon nobles for denouncing their immorality 
and for urging peace with the Danes. When Edwy succeeded his 
uncle Edred as king in 955, he became Dunstan’s bitter enemy for the 
Abbot’s strong censure of his scandalous lifestyle. Edwy confiscated 
his property and banished him from his kingdom. Dunstan went to 
Ghent in Flanders but soon returned when a rebellion replaced Edwy 
with his brother Edgar, who appointed Dunstan Bishop of Worcester 
and London in 957. When Edwy died in 959, the civil strife ended 
and the country was reunited under Edgar, who appointed Dunstan 

St. Dunstan
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Archbishop of Canterbury. The king and archbishop then planned and 
enacted a thorough reform of Church and state. 

Dunstan has been called the reviver of monasticism in England. He 
was a noted musician, played the harp, composed several hymns, 
notably Kyrie Rex splendens, was a skilled metal worker, and 
illuminated manuscripts. He is the patron of armorers, goldsmiths, 
locksmiths, and jewelers. His feast day is May 19th.

This school opened on McQueen Road in 1957 and closed in 1977.  
________________________________________

Pope Saint Gregory I, also known as the Great, was the Pope of the 
Catholic Church between 590 and 604 AD.
Gregory was born into a family of great wealth and influence, in about 
540 AD. Gregory was well educated and excelled in all his studies. He 
also became an expert in law. He excelled so much he became the 
Prefect of Rome, just as his father had been. Gregory was only 33 
years old.

After Gregory’s father had died, Gregory had the family villa in 
Rome converted into a monastery, where he ran a strict and devout 
community of monks.In 585, Pope Pelagius II chose Gregory to serve 
as an ambassador to the imperial court in Constantinople. When Pope 

Pelagius II died in 590, Gregory was proclaimed pope by acclamation. 
Though he preferred the monastic life, Gregory undertook the burden 
as a servant of God, and became Pope.

Pope Gregory was famous for the emphasis he put on missionary 
work. He also made many changes to the Mass, some of which remain 
today. He was well known for his alms to the poor, and he gave quite 
generously of the riches donated to the Church by the wealthy people 
of Rome. Everything from money to land was given to the poor in 
some fashion. He made clear to his subordinates that their duty was 
to relieve the distress faced by the poor.
He died on March 12, 604 AD And was immediately proclaimed a saint 
by means of popular acclaim.

This school was opened in 1956 and was closed in 1979. The old 
school building in Holyrood is the home of the Southeast Edmonton 
Seniors’ Association.
________________________________________

Saint Helena was a native Greek of the Greek city Drepana. She 
became the consort of the future Roman Emperor Constantius Chlorus 
(reigned 293–306) and the mother of the future Emperor Constantine 
the Great, the first Roman emperor to claim conversion to Christianity. 
She ranks as an important figure in the history of Christianity and of 

St. gregory
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the world due to her major influence on her son. According to legend, 
in the last years of her life she made a religious tour of Syria Palaestina 
and Jerusalem, during which she discovered the True Cross. She is also 
associated with the foundation of the Vatican Gardens.

St. James school opened in 1941, and operated in the Bonnie Doon 
area. It closed in 2016, and was amalgamated with St. Kevin and St. 
Brendan schools.
________________________________________

St. James, the brother of St. John the Evangelist, was also known as 
St. James the Greater in order to distinguish himself from the other 
apostle of the same name, St. James the Less, who was younger. 
James, a fisherman by trade, seems to have been born about twelve 
years before Christ at Bethsaida in Galilee. One day, he and John were 
fishing with their father, Zebedee, when they were approached by 
Jesus. Jesus called them to become his disciples and they obeyed. 
Leaving their fishing nets and father behind, they accompanied Jesus 
on his mission. Jesus called James and John ‘Sons of Thunder’ because 
they were so energetic and impetuous. 

James was witness with Peter and John to some events in Jesus’ life 
from which the rest of the twelve apostles were excluded: the raising 
of Jairus’ daughter from the dead, the transfiguration of Jesus, and 

he accompanied the Lord during the agony of Gethsemane. Tradition 
says that he journeyed to Spain to preach the gospel. He was the first 
of the apostles to die for Christ in the year 43 A. D.  

This school was opened in 1965 and closed in 1980 and reopened as 
a Francophone school in 1991. It was turned over to the Francophone 
schools in 1994 and continues to operate in that district as École Ste. 
Jeanne d’Arc.  
________________________________________

Joan of Arc, nicknamed “The Maid of Orléans” is considered a heroine 
of France for her role during the Lancastrian phase of the Hundred 
Years’ War and was canonized as a Roman Catholic saint. Joan of Arc 
was born around 1412 to Jacques d’Arc and Isabelle Romée, a peasant 
family, at Domrémy in north-east France. Joan received visions of the 
Archangel Michael, Saint Margaret, and Saint Catherine of Alexandria 
instructing her to support Charles VII and recover France from English 
domination late in the Hundred Years’ War. The uncrowned King 
Charles VII sent Joan to the siege of where she gained prominence 
after the siege was lifted only nine days later. 

On 23 May 1430, she was captured at Compiègne by the Burgundian 
faction, She was later handed over to the English[7] and put on trial 
by the pro-English Bishop of Beauvais  on a variety of charges.[8] After 
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being declared guilty, she was burned at the stake on 30 May 1431, at 
about age 19.

In 1456, an inquisitorial court examined the trial, debunked the 
charges against her, pronounced her innocent, and declared her a 
martyr. In the 16th century she became a symbol of the Catholic 
League, and in 1803 she was declared a national symbol of France 

She was beatified in 1909 and canonized in 1920. 

St. John’s school opened in 1940 with Sister Mary Matilda as principal. 
It closed in 1983, and was leased to several private schools until its 
sale and redevelopment in 2016.
________________________________________

St. John the Apostle, the son of Zebedee and Salome, was one of 
the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. John was called to be an Apostle by 
our Lord in the first year of His public ministry. He is considered the 
same person as John the Evangelist, John of Patmos and the Beloved 
Disciple. John’s older brother was St. James the Great, another one of 
Jesus’ Twelve Apostles. Jesus referred to the brothers as “Boanerges,” 
meaning “sons of thunder.” John is believed to be the longest living 
apostle and the only not to die a martyr’s death.

John was the only one of the Twelve Apostles who did not forsake 
the Savior in the hour of His Passion. He stood faithfully at the cross 
when the Savior made him the guardian of His Mother. John is known 
as the author of the Gospel of John and four other books in the New 
Testament - the three Epistles of John and the Book of Revelation. 
St. John is called the Apostle of Charity, a virtue he had learned from 
his Divine Master, and which he constantly inculcated by word and 
example. The “beloved disciple” died in Ephesus after AD 98, where a 
stately church was erected over his tomb. It was afterwards converted 
into a Mohammedan mosque.

St. John is the patron saint of love, loyalty, friendships, and authors. 
He is often depicted in art as the author of the Gospel with an eagle, 
symbolizing “the height he rose to in his gospel.” In other icons, he is 
shown looking up into heaven and dictating his Gospel to his disciple.

St. Kevin school opened in 1954, and was home to the Ukrainian 
bilingual program. It closed in 2016, and was amalgamated with St. 
James and St. Brendan schools.
________________________________________

When Kevin was a young man, he left his parents’ home near Dublin, 
Ireland and lived as a hermit in a place called Glendalough. Kevin was 
recognized as a holy man by those who witnessed his relationship 
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with the environment and his caring relationship with animals. He 
loved animals and was very kind to them. The combination of the 
love and respect for the natural environment and commitment to the 
Christian Faith enabled Kevin to build a vibrant community around 
him. Throughout his life he influenced many people who sought his 
advice and spiritual leadership. Eventually, because of his reputation 
as a holy man, people came from all over Ireland and from other 
countries to be near him and hear him preach. By the end of the 6th 
century, a monastery, schools and a university had been built and 
thousands of people lived in and around Glendalough. It became a 
recognized holy place and site for popular religious festivals.  

Throughout his life, Saint Kevin influenced people by encouraging the 
establishment of schools and stressing the importance of a learning 
community. It is most appropriate that a place of learning such as our 
school be named after this Saint.  

St. Luke school was part of Jasper Place Roman Catholic Separate 
School District when it opened in 1956. Originally planned for a 
junior high program, St. Luke also offered a high school program till 
St. Francis Xavier was built in 1957. St. Luke school closed in 1973 
and now operates as a school for the Chinese Catholic community in 
Edmonton.
________________________________________

Luke, the writer of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, has been 
identified with St. Paul’s “Luke, the beloved physician” (Colossians 
4:14). We know few other facts about 
Luke’s life from Scripture and from early Church historians. It is 
believed that Luke was born a Greek and a Gentile. 

Luke’s gospel shows special sensitivity to evangelizing Gentiles. It is 
only in his gospel that we hear the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
that we hear Jesus praising the faith of Gentiles such as the widow of 
Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian. It is also only in Luke’s accounts 
that we hear the story of the Annunciation, Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, 
the Presentation, and the story of Jesus’ disappearance in Jerusalem. 

Luke is often associated with St. Paul, as the loyal comrade who stays 
with Paul when he is imprisoned in Rome; After everyone else has 
deserted him in his final imprisonment and sufferings, it is Luke who 
remains with Paul to the end.

Luke is the patron of physicians and surgeons.St. Luke
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This school opened in 1946 with Sister Mary Cyril as principal. The 
school closed in 2003. 
________________________________________

Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are called “saints” because they are 
holy. But they are different from the rest of the saints because they 
were not human but spirits. They are angels, the word “angel” 
meaning ‘Messenger of God’. Angels who deliver messages of lesser 
importance are just called Angels; and those who proclaim important 
messages are called Archangels. They are our protectors and we know 
something about each of the three Archangels from the Bible. 

Michael’s name means “who is like God?” St. Michael is mentioned in 
three books of the Bible: Daniel, Revelation and the Letter of Jude. In 
the book of Revelation or the Apocalypse, chapter 12:7-9, we read of 
a great war that went on in heaven. 

Michael and his angels battled with Satan (or the fallen angel Lucifer). 
Michael who was the leader of God’s army became the champion of 
loyalty to God. 

We can ask St. Michael to make us strong in our love for Jesus and in 
our practice of the Catholic religion.

St. Patrick School opened in 1916 and closed in 2003. It is currently 
home to ‘One World…One Centre.’
________________________________________

St. Patrick had a difficult life. At fourteen, he became a slave. During 
his captivity, Patrick turned to God in prayer. He wrote ‘The love of 
God grew in me more and more, as did the faith, so that, in a single 
day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly 
the same. I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even before 
dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain.’ 

Patrick remained a slave until he was twenty, but his hardship did not 
make him angry; he just grew closer to God. Patrick preached and his 
example changed hearts throughout all of Ireland. He worked many 
miracles and wrote of his love for God. After years of living in poverty, 
traveling and enduring much suffering he died March 17, 461 A. D. 

Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total 
devotion to and trust in God should be a shining example to each of 
us. He feared nothing, not even death, so complete was his trust in 
God, and of the importance of his mission. He is the inspiration behind 
the school’s former motto: ‘Love Lives Here!’ 

St. PatrickSt. Michael
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This school opened in the Dovercourt area in 1957 and closed in 1984.  
________________________________________

Saint Rita was born Margherita Lotti in Roccaporena, Italy in 1381. At 
an early age, she begged her parents to allow her to enter a convent 
but was instead arranged to be married to a cruel man named Paolo 
Mancini. Young Rita became a wife and mother at only twelve years of 
age, and for many years lived a hard life of abuse and infidelity on the 
part of her husband. Eventually, Rita’s influence over him led him to 
become a better man. 

Following her husband’s murder while trying to end the feud, 
Rita gave his murderers a public pardon. Her sons, however, were 
determined to avenge their slain father. Rita prayed to God, asking 
Him to take her sons before they lost their souls to the mortal sin 
of murder. One year later, her prayers were answered when both of 
her sons fell prey to dysentery and died. Following the deaths of her 
sons, Rita attempted to enter the monastery of Saint Mary Magdalene 
in Cascia. At first denied, the convent agreed to take her in on the 
condition that she find a way to finally end the feud between her 
family and the Chiquis.
After asking John the Baptist, Augustine of Hippo, and Nicholas of 
Tolentino to help her in her task, she attempted to end the feud. 
Her prayers were once again answered, When Bernardo Mancini 
succumbed to the plague, and called an end to hostilities.

Rita entered the monastery at the age of thirty-six. She performed 
her duties faithfully and received the sacraments frequently. Rita 
had a great devotion to the Passion of Christ, and one day, when she 
was sixty-year-old, she asked, “Please let me suffer like you, Divine 
Saviour.” After her request, a wound appeared on her forehead, as if a 
thorn from Christ’s crown had pierced her. It left a deep wound, which 
did not heal, and it caused her to suffer until the day she died.

She passed away four months later, on May 22, 1457.

This school opened in 1979, four years after four portables had been 
up. It closed around 1990.  
________________________________________

Saint Sophia the Martyr was born in Italy in the first century AD.. She 
had three daughters: Faith, Hope and Charity, who were named after 
virtues mentioned by Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians 13.
Her daughters are said to have been martyred during the reign of 
Hadrian (117–138). The guards took Sophia’s daughters one by one, 
from the oldest to the youngest and beat and tortured them to death 
in an attempt to force their mother, Sophia, to renounce her faith 
in Christ. She proved her unconditional faith in Christ, refusing to 
deny her God even as her daughters were murdered in front of her. 

St. Rita

St. Sophia
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Afterwards, Sophia buried her daughters’ bodies and remained by 
their graves for three days until she died herself.

This school is now called St. Pius X School and was opened in 1954 as 
St. Vital School. When the Vatican called into question the existence 
of such a saint as Vital, the school’s name was changed to St. Pius X 
which now operates as an elementary school
________________________________________

Saint Vitalis was a first century Christian citizen of Milan and the 
father of twin brothers, and future martyrs, Saints Gervasius and 
Protasius. He is the principal patron of Ravenna. He witnessed the 
tribunal of a Christian physician named Ursicinus, who was tortured, 
and then condemned to death, for his faith. Ursicinus became terrified 
at the thought of death and seemed ready to renounce his faith.

Vitalis was extremely moved by this spectacle. He knew his obligation 
was to prefer the glory of God, and the eternal salvation of his 
neighbour, over his own life. He therefore boldly and successfully 
encouraged Urisicinus to triumph over death, saying, “Urisicinus, you 
who cured others would want to drive into your soul the dagger of 
eternal death? Do not lose the crown the Lord has prepared for you!” 
Urisicinus was touched: he knelt down and asked the executioner to 
strike him. After the execution, Saint Vitalis carried away Urisicinus’ 

St. Vital

body and respectfully interred him.

St. Vitalis then resigned his post as judiciary assistant to Paulinus, 
who had been absent on the occasion of the sentence of Urisicinus. 
Paulinus had Vitalis apprehended, and after having him tortured, 
commanded that if he refused to sacrifice to the gods, he would be 
buried alive. This is how Vitalis was martyred. 

The feast day of St. Vitalis is April 28.

This school opened in Canada’s Centennial Year, 1967 and closed in 
1984. 
________________________________________

William, an English priest who had come to Denmark to evangelize 
the country, became bishop of Roskilde in 1044. Denmark was then 
ruled by the nominally Catholic king, Sweyn Estridsen. When on a 
certain New Year’s Eve drunken revelers at a royal banquet had made 
insulting comments about the king, the monarch sent his guards 
after the offenders to slay them as they were attending the late-night 
office of Matins at a nearby church. The next morning, as King Sweyn 
approached the same church to attend Mass, he was confronted 
at the door by Bishop William, attired in his episcopal vestments. 
William barred the way with his crosier, telling the king, “Stand back, 

St. William
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executioner!” The king’s courtiers drew their swords, ready to strike 
down the bishop, but he stood his ground and offered his neck, 
declaring himself ready to die in defense of the Church. The king 
turned and retreated in shame. Later, he came back to the church, 
barefooted and divested of his royal robes, to express his deep 
contrition. William went to greet him and gave him absolution for his 
crime. For the rest of their lives, the two remained close friends.
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